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IMPORTANT LEGAL INFORMATION FOR ALL MY ORAL PATHOLOGISTS 

FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES 

The provisions related to the documentary evidence are provided under Chapter-V of the Indian 

Evidence Act, 1872.  

 Section 3 of the Act defines the term “document”. Any matter which is expressed or 

described on any substance by means of letters, figures or remarks or by more than one 

means and which can be used for recording the matter is considered as a “document”. 

 Generally, the most common document which we have to deal with is described by letters. 

The documents are written in any language of communication such as Hindi, English, Urdu 

etc. 

 The documents produced before the court as evidence are the documentary evidence and 

there must primary or secondary evidence to prove the contents of the documents. 

Primary evidence has been defined under section 62 of the Indian Evidence Act and it means 

the original document when itself produced before the court for the inspection. 

The secondary evidence has been defined under section 63 of the Act. The secondary evidence 

is the certified copy of the evidence or copy of original documents. Secondary evidence also 

includes the oral accounts given by a person about the contents of the document who has himself 

seen it. 

Primary Evidence 

Primary evidence is defined in section 62 of the Indian Evidence Act which states that the primary 

evidence is the best available proof of the existence of an object or a fact because it is the actual 

document or the authentic source of evidence. Primary evidence is different from secondary 

evidence, which is a copy or a substitute for it. If primary evidence is available to a party, then that 

person must offer it as evidence in the court. Subsequently, if primary evidence is not available 

due to the loss or destruction of the same, then the party may present a reliable substitute of it. 

Secondary Evidence  

Secondary evidence is the evidence that has been duplicated from a unique report or has been 

substituted from the first thing. For instance, a photocopy of a record or photo would be viewed as 

secondary evidence. However, the court prefers original or primary evidence. The courts usually 

try to avoid using secondary evidence wherever it is possible, and this approach is called the best 

evidence rule because these are copies of the original one and not the original document. 

Evidence which is provided to the court in the written form is called Documentary Evidence as 

per section 3 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.  

https://indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2188?view_type=browse&sam_handle=123456789/1362
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1031309/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1248052/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1456410/
https://indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/6819/1/indian_evidence_act_1872.pdf
https://indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/6819/1/indian_evidence_act_1872.pdf


There are two types of documentary evidence, namely, public documents and private documents. 

Public Documents:  

Public Documents are those documents which are authenticated by a public officer and 

subsequently which is made available to the public at large for reference and use. Public documents 

also contain statements made by the public officer in their official capacity, which acts as 

admissible evidence of the fact in civil matters. These documents are also known as public records 

as these are issued or published for public knowledge. 

Section 78 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 gives us six kinds of Public Documents: 

1. Central Acts, orders or notifications – certified by the Heads of the departments 

concerned. 

2. Proceedings of the Legislatures – Journals of those bodies or copies printed by the Govt. 

3. Proclamations, orders or regulations issued by Her Majesty or Privy Council – by copies 

of extracts of London Gazette. 

4. The acts of the executives or proceedings of the foreign legislatures. 

5. Municipal bodies proceedings – publications of such body certified by their legal 

keeper. 

6. Public documents of some other class in a foreign country might be proved by the 

original or certified copy issued by the lawful attendant of the document with a 

certificate and seal of a notary public, or Indian counsel or diplomatic agent. 

 

Private documents:  

Private documents are those documents which are prepared between persons for their usual 

business transactions and communications. These documents are kept in the custody of the private 

persons only and are not made available to the public at large. Certified copies of the private 

documents are generally not considered as evidence unless there is proof of the original copy is 

provided. 

Section 76 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 gives us the method of getting certified copies of 

public documents from the public officer. It states that if a public document is open to inspection, 

it’s copy may be issued to any person who is demanding it.  

 

https://indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/6819/1/indian_evidence_act_1872.pdf
https://indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/6819/1/indian_evidence_act_1872.pdf


Application of the above legal information to the DCI MDS Regulations 2007 & 2017, DCI 

BDS Internship Regulations, 2011, DCI Code of Ethics, 2014, Right to Information (RTIs) 

to various Govt. & Private Dental Institutions filed by Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

 

 The Gazette of India is a public journal and an authorised legal document of 

the Government of India, published weekly by the Department of Publication, a 

subordinate office of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. The Gazette is printed by 

the Government of India Press.  

 As a public journal, The Gazette prints official notices from the government. Publishing 

information in the Gazette is a legal necessity by which official documents come into 

force and enter the public domain. 

 Ordinary gazettes are regularly published weekly on a particular day of the week whereas 

extraordinary gazettes are published every day depending upon the urgency of the matters 

to be published. 

 Information obtained under the RTI Act is part of the documents held by Public Authority, 

who are Gazetted officers. A certified copy of a document received by virtue of the RTI 

Act is secondary evidence as provided under Section 63 of Evidence Act, 1872. It can be 

used as Secondary Evidence in Court, since it is part of the Government records and 

provided by Govt. Authorities, certified under Govt. Seal. 

 

 For information obtained under the Act to be admissible in Court, it is essential that a 

certified copy of the same is obtained. The information can become important evidence 

and it can be used for proving one’s stand-in Court.  Hence, it is advisable to base the 

pleading based on such information and ask the parties involved in litigation to produce 

the document by way of discovery as provided under the provisions of the Civil Procedure 

Code. Once, the documents are placed in compliance with the order of the court, it can be 

treated as authenticated and genuine documents. However, such documents placed on 

record by way of discovery are still required to be either proved or disproved as provided 

under the Indian Evidence Act. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_journal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_Publication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Housing_and_Urban_Affairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Government_of_India_Press,_New_Delhi&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coming_into_force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coming_into_force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
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CLINICAL ESTABLISHMENTS ACT 

(CENTRAL GOVT.) AMENDED 

RULES), 2020 

MENTION OF A  

SPECIALIST PERSON IN 

PATHOLOGY LABORATORY 













To 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject: Application for seeking information under Right to Information Act, 2005. 

 

1. Name of the Applicant: Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

 

2. Gender: Male 

 

3. Father’s full Name: Mr. Ravinder Nath Nagpal 

 

4. Address for correspondence: 1021, Urban Estate – II, Hisar, Haryana - 125005 

 

5. Telephone No.: +91-7027038190 

     

6.  E-mail ID : dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com 

 

 

Declaration of the Applicant. 

I am a bonafide citizen of India and owe allegiance to the sovereignty, unity and integrity 

of India and have not voluntarily acquired the citizenship of another country. 

 

 

Place: 

Date:  

(Signature of the applicant) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com


 

 

 Particulars of information sought under RTI Act, 2005 

 

1. What all diagnostic procedures are performed in the department of Oral 

Pathology & Microbiology in your institute on regular basis? 

2. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

hematological investigations? If yes, what all different hematological 

investigations are being performed in the department and who signs the reports? 

Please mention the method/equipment by which the investigations are performed 

and the average number of samples of hematological investigations which come 

to the department daily. 

3. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

histopathological investigations? If yes, what all different histopathological 

cases are being reported in the department regularly and who signs the reports? 

Please mention the equipment by which the histopathological sections are being 

made and the average number of biopsy samples which come to the department 

daily. 

4. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

special staining and immunohistochemical staining? If yes, what all special 

stains and immunohistochemical stains are done regularly in the department? 

5. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

clinical pathology (urine, stool, semen & sputum) investigations? If yes, who 

signs the reports? Please mention the method/equipment by which the 

investigations are performed and the average number of samples of clinical 

pathology which come to the department daily. 

6. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

microbiological investigations? If yes, what all different microbiological 

investigations are being performed in the department and who signs the reports? 

Please mention the method/equipment by which the investigations are performed 

and the average number of samples of microbiological investigations which 

come to the department daily. 

 

 



 

7. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

cytological investigations? If yes, who signs the reports? Please mention the 

method/equipment by which the investigations are performed and the average 

number of samples of cytological investigations which come to the department 

daily. 

8. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

biochemical investigations? If yes, what all different biochemical investigations 

are being performed in the department and who signs the reports? Please 

mention the method/equipment by which the investigations are performed and 

the average number of samples of biochemical investigations which come to the 

department daily. 

9. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

serological/immunological investigations? If yes, what all different 

serological/immunological investigations are being performed in the department 

and who signs the reports? Please mention the method/equipment by which the 

investigations are performed and the average number of samples of 

serological/immunological investigations which come to the department daily. 

10. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

ultrastructural investigations? If yes, who signs the reports? 

11. Does department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of your institute perform 

molecular biology/pathology investigations? If yes, what all different 

molecular biology/pathology investigations are being performed in the 

department and who signs the reports? Please mention the method/equipment by 

which the investigations are performed and the average number of samples 

which come to the department daily. 

12. Does the department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology perform Fine Needle 

Aspiration Cytology (FNAC), brush biopsies and different types of scalpel 

biopsies? 

 

 Information to be sought in printed form. 

 

 Indian postal order of Rs. 10/- in the name of Public Information Officer,                   

attached.  
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5/23/2018 Gmail - Application for seeking information under Right to Information Act, 2005

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=627d72e30c&jsver=FPvd7uxXULs.en.&cbl=gmail_fe_180508.13_p10&view=pt&q=r%20ahmed%20%20&search=quer

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Application for seeking information under Right to Information Act, 2005 
1 message

supdch@gmail.com <supdch@gmail.com> Fri, Jun 16, 2017 at 12:33 PM
To: "dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com" <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

 

This is to inform you that as per your letter dated 03.06.2017. Place Hisar I would like to state that no such post of
Public Information Officer exists in this institution.

 

Principal Dr.R.Ahmed Dental College & Hospital is the Head of this institution & the e-mail I.D. is

principaldch@hotmail.com

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

 

mailto:principaldch@hotmail.com
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986
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RTIs 

TO 

 DENTAL COUNCIL OF INDIA 

(DCI) 

 AND  

MEDICAL COUNCIL OF INDIA 

(MCI) 



To 
The Public Information Officer (PIO), 
Dental Council of India (DCI), 
Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, 
Kotla Road, Temple Lane, 
New Delhi – 110002 
 
 

Subject: Application for seeking information under Right to Information Act, 2005. 

 

1. Name of the Applicant: Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

 

2. Gender: Male 

 

3. Father’s full Name: Mr. Ravinder Nath Nagpal 

 

4. Address for correspondence: 693, Bannimantap B Layout,                       

S. S. Nagar, Mysore  (Karnataka) PIN - 570015 

 

5. Telephone No.: 7829275348, 9066797361  

 

     

6.  E-mail ID : dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com 

 

 

Declaration of the Applicant. 

I am a bonafide citizen of India and owe allegiance to the sovereignty, 

unity and integrity of India and have not voluntarily acquired the 

citizenship of another country. 

 

 

Place 

Date: 

(Signature of the applicant) 

 

 

mailto:dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com


 

 Particulars of information sought under RTI Act, 2005 

 

1. As per DCI Revised MDS Regulations 2007, it is mentioned that an Oral Pathologist 

is expected to carry out routine hematological, cytological, microbiological, 

immunological & ultra structural investigations. What all routine investigations as 

per DCI, an Oral Pathologist can perform in his practice? 

 

2. As per Medical Law in India, Can an Oral Pathologist be authority to sign a 

blood/hematological report? What all blood/hematological diseases/disorders an 

Oral Pathologist is authorized to diagnose? 

 

3. Can the pathologies of head & neck region except from oral cavity & maxillofacial 

region be diagnosed by an Oral Pathologist? What all pathologies except from oral 

cavity & maxillofacial region, an Oral Pathologist is authorized to diagnose? 

 

4. Can an Oral Pathologist is authorized to set up his/her own diagnostic centre or Oral 

Pathology Laboratory?  

 

5. As per DCI Revised BDS Regulation 2007, it is mentioned that a dental surgeon can 

prescribe drugs for common medical & dental ailments. What are the common 

medical & dental ailments as per DCI, which a dental surgeon is authorized to 

prescribe drugs? 

 

6. Is a dental surgeon authorized to sign/give an age estimation certificate?  

 

7. Is a dental surgeon authorized to sign/give death certificate?  

 

 Information to be sought in printed form. 

 

 Indian postal order in name of Public Information Officer, Dental Council of 

India, New Delhi is attached. 
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To 
The Public Information Officer (PIO), 
Dental Council of India (DCI), 
Aiwan-E-GalibMarg, 
Kotla Road,  
Temple Lane, 
New Delhi – 110002 
 
 

Subject: Application for seeking information under Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 

 

1. Name of the Applicant: Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

 

2. Gender: Male 

 

3. Father’s full Name: Mr. Ravinder Nath Nagpal 

 

4. Address for correspondence: 

693, Bannimantap B Layout, S. S. Nagar, Mysuru (Karnataka) -570015 

 

5. Telephone No.: +91-7829275348, 9066797361 

 

6. E-mail ID: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com 

 

 

Declaration by the Applicant: 

I am a bonafide citizen of India and owe allegiance to the sovereignty, unity and 

integrity of India and have not voluntarily acquired the citizenship of another 

country. 

 

 

Place:  

Date:  

(Signature of the applicant) 

 

 

 

mailto:dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com


 

 Particulars of information sought under RTI Act, 2005 

 

1. How many dental colleges have MDS seats in the department of Oral Pathology & 

Microbiology in India? 

 

2. What is the total number of MDS seats in the subject of Oral Pathology & 

Microbiology in all the dental colleges across India? 

 

3. How many faculty members (Professors, Readers & Senior Lecturers) are there in 

the department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology in all the dental colleges in India? 

Please furnish details for individual dental college.  

 

4. How many MDS seats in Oral Pathology & Microbiology were filled during the 

academic year 2015-2016 for all the dental colleges in India? Kindly provide data 

pertaining to each dental college.  

 

 

 Information to be sought in printed form. 

 

 Indian postal order in name of Public Information Officer, Dental Council of 

India, New Delhi is attached. 
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To 
 

The Public Information Officer (PIO), 

Dental Council of India, 

Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road,  

New Delhi - 110002 

 

Subject: Application for seeking information under Right to Information Act, 2005. 

 

1. Name of the Applicant: Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

 

2. Gender: Male 

 

3. Father’s full Name: Mr. Ravinder Nath Nagpal 

 

4. Address for correspondence: 1021, Urban Estate – II, Hisar,            

Haryana - 125005 

 

5. Telephone No.: +91-7027038190 

 

     

6.  E-mail ID : dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com 

 

 

Declaration of the Applicant. 

I am a bonafide citizen of India and owe allegiance to the sovereignty, 

unity and integrity of India and have not voluntarily acquired the 

citizenship of another country. 

 

 

Place:  

Date:  

(Signature of the applicant) 

 

 

mailto:dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com


 Particulars of information sought under RTI Act, 2005 

 

 

1. What all routine/diagnostic investigations as per Dental Council of India (DCI), an                  

Oral Pathologist (a person holding MDS degree in the subject of Oral Pathology & 

Microbiology) can perform in his practice? 

 

2. Can an Oral Pathologist be authorized to sign reports of hematological, histopathological, 

cytological, microbiological, serological and ultrastructural investigations as per DCI?  

 

3. Can the pathologies of head & neck region except from oral cavity & maxillofacial region 

be diagnosed by an Oral Pathologist? If yes, what all pathologies except from oral cavity & 

maxillofacial region, an Oral Pathologist is authorized to diagnose? 

 

4. What is the scope or domain for the practice of an Oral Pathologist as per DCI? Please 

explain what all diseases/disorders an Oral Pathologist can diagnose? 

 

5. Can an Oral Pathologist is authorized/licensed to set up his/her own diagnostic centre or 

Oral Pathology Laboratory as per DCI?  

 

6. What are the common medical & dental ailments as per DCI? 

 

7. What are the common medical & dental ailments for which a BDS/MDS doctor is 

authorized to prescribe drugs as per DCI? 

 

8. Is a dental surgeon (a person holding BDS/MDS degree) authorized to sign/give an age 

estimation certificate as per DCI?  

 

9. Is a dental surgeon (a person holding BDS/MDS degree) authorized to sign/give death 

certificate as per DCI?  

 

 

 

 Information to be sought in printed form. 

 

 Indian postal order in name of Public Information Officer, Dental Council of India, 

Aiwan-E-Galib Marg, Kotla Road, New Delhi – 110002 is attached. 
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To 
The Public Information Officer (PIO), 
Dental Council of India (DCI), 
Aiwan-E-GalibMarg, 
Kotla Road,  
Temple Lane, 
New Delhi – 110002 
 
 

Subject: Application for seeking information under Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 

 

1. Name of the Applicant: Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

 

2. Gender: Male 

 

3. Father’s full Name: Mr. Ravinder Nath Nagpal 

 

4. Address for correspondence: 

1021, Urban Estate – II, Hisar, Haryana - 125005 

 

5. Telephone No.: +91-7027038190 

 

6. E-mail ID: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com 

 

 

Declaration by the Applicant: 

I am a bonafide citizen of India and owe allegiance to the sovereignty, unity and 

integrity of India and have not voluntarily acquired the citizenship of another 

country. 

 

 

Place:  

Date:  

(Signature of the applicant) 

 

 

 

mailto:dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com


 Particulars of information sought under RTI Act, 2005 

 

1. Please ennumerate the list of routine pathological/microbiological/biochemical 

investigations/tests which are performed in the dental colleges across India governed 

by Dental Council of India (DCI). 

2. Kindly name the personnel/personnels who is authorized to sign the routine 

pathological/microbiological/biochemical investigation/test reports. Please give 

details of their qualifications and also mention about the minimum qualification for 

the authorized person who is signing these reports as per DCI. 

3. As per DCI, can such personnel who are authorized signatory for 

pathological/microbiological/biochemical reports establish pathology laboratory? 

Please mention the list of investigations which can be performed by such authorized 

personnel. 

 

 Information to be sought in printed form. 

 

 Indian postal order in name of Public Information Officer, Dental Council of 

India, New Delhi is attached. 
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Consideration/Inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Sun, Dec 25, 2016 at 9:09 PM
To: director@nabl-india.org

To

The Director,

National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories,

NABL Secretariat, NABL House, Plot No. 45, Sector 44,

Gurgaon – 122002, Haryana

 

Subject: Consideration/Inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree as authorized signatory for routine
and special laboratory tests as mentioned in Table 2 Qualification norms for authorized signatories under the section of
Technical Requirements as given in the  Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 04, Issue Date: 09-May-2016.

 Sir,

This is to bring to your kind notice that doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology), as defined
by the Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulation, 2007 published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), An Oral Pathologist has adequate training and competency to report the following
laboratory tests:

 1.      Histopathology & Cytopathology  

 2.      Routine Hematology

 3.      Clinical Pathology

 4.      Microbiology & Routine Serology

 5.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry

 6.      Molecular Pathology

 7.      Ultrastructural Investigations

Kindly consider for inclusion of Qualified Oral Pathologists as authorized signatory personnel for the above mentioned
laboratory tests and please include M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) as one of the qualification for authorized
signatory in your Qualification norms for authorized signatories under the section of Technical Requirements.

 

Thanking You

 

Yours Truly,

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

1021, Urban Estate – II,

Hisar, Haryana - 125005

Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
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Attachments:

1.      NABL Doc. No. 112, Issue No. 04, Issue Date: 09-May-2016 “Specific Criteria for Accreditation of Medical
Laboratories”

2.      Dental Council of India Revised MDS Course Regulations, 2007 (Published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary Part III-Section 4 on November 21, 2007)

 
 
 

2 attachments

DCI MDS REGULATIONS.pdf 
17398K

NABL-112-doc New.pdf 
1204K
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Fwd: Consideration/Inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Tue, May 30, 2017 at 9:17 PM
To: director@nabl-india.org

To 

The Director,

National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories,

NABL Secretariat, NABL House, Plot No. 45, Sector 44,

Gurgaon – 122002, Haryana

 

Subject: Consideration/Inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree as authorized signatory for routine
and special laboratory tests as mentioned in Table 2 Qualification norms for authorized signatories under the section of
Technical Requirements as given in the  Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 04, Issue Date: 09-May-2016.

 Sir,

This is to bring to your kind notice that doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology), as defined
by the Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulation, 2007 published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), An Oral Pathologist has adequate training and competency to report the following
laboratory tests:

 1.      Histopathology & Cytopathology  

 2.      Routine Hematology

 3.      Clinical Pathology

 4.      Microbiology & Routine Serology

 5.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry

 6.      Molecular Pathology

 7.      Ultrastructural Investigations

Kindly consider for inclusion of Qualified Oral Pathologists as authorized signatory personnel for the above mentioned
laboratory tests and please include M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) as one of the qualification for authorized
signatory in your Qualification norms for authorized signatories under the section of Technical Requirements.

 

Thanking You

 

Yours Truly,

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

1021, Urban Estate – II,

Hisar, Haryana - 125005

 Phone: +91-7027038190  

Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
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Attachments:

1.      NABL Doc. No. 112, Issue No. 04, Issue Date: 09-May-2016 “Specific Criteria for Accreditation of Medical
Laboratories”

2.      Dental Council of India Revised MDS Course Regulations, 2007 (Published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary Part III-Section 4 on November 21, 2007)

 
 
 
 

2 attachments

DCI MDS REGULATIONS.pdf 
17398K

NABL-112-doc New.pdf 
1204K
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Fwd: Consideration/Inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 15, 2017 at 1:26 PM
To: director@nabl-india.org
Cc: sectt@nabl.qcin.org

To 

The Director,

National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories,

NABL Secretariat, NABL House, Plot No. 45, Sector 44,

Gurgaon – 122002, Haryana

 

Subject: Consideration/Inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree as authorized signatory for routine
and special laboratory tests as mentioned in Table 2 Qualification norms for authorized signatories under the section of
Technical Requirements as given in the  Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 04, Issue Date: 09-May-2016.

 Sir,

This is to bring to your kind notice that doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology), as defined
by the Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulation, 2007 published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), An Oral Pathologist has adequate training and competency to report the following
laboratory tests:

 1.      Histopathology & Cytopathology  

 2.      Routine Hematology

 3.      Clinical Pathology

 4.      Microbiology & Routine Serology

 5.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry

 6.      Molecular Pathology

 7.      Ultrastructural Investigations

Kindly consider for inclusion of Qualified Oral Pathologists as authorized signatory personnel for the above mentioned
laboratory tests and please include M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) as one of the qualification for authorized
signatory in your Qualification norms for authorized signatories under the section of Technical Requirements.

 

Thanking You

 

Yours Truly,

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal 

1021, Urban Estate – II,

Hisar, Haryana - 125005

Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
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Attachments:

1.      NABL Doc. No. 112, Issue No. 04, Issue Date: 09-May-2016 “Specific Criteria for Accreditation of Medical
Laboratories”

2.      Dental Council of India Revised MDS Course Regulations, 2007 (Published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary Part III-Section 4 on November 21, 2007)

 
 
 
 

2 attachments

DCI MDS REGULATIONS.pdf 
17398K

NABL-112-doc New.pdf 
1204K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=627d72e30c&view=att&th=15de4e4755b5107a&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_ix4sjz7p0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=627d72e30c&view=att&th=15de4e4755b5107a&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_ix4sjz851&safe=1&zw


5/19/2018 Gmail - Suggestion to Ammendment in Clinical Establishment (Central Government) Rules, 2012 – G.S.R. 441(E)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=627d72e30c&jsver=GAFHaMvshdw.en.&cbl=gmail_fe_180506.06_p7&view=pt&q=sunil.kumar20%40gov.in&qs=true&s

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Suggestion to Ammendment in Clinical Establishment (Central Government)
Rules, 2012 – G.S.R. 441(E) 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Tue, May 30, 2017 at 9:55 PM
To: sunil.kumar20@gov.in

Suggestion to Ammendment in Clinical Establishment (Central Government) Rules, 2012 – G.S.R.
441(E)

 

From:

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal

1021, Urban Estate – II, Hisar, Haryana – 125005

Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com

Ph: +91-7027038190

 

To:

The Under Secretary (Medical Services), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,

Government of India, Room No. 508, D Wing, Nirman Bhavan,

New Delhi - 110011

 

Subject: Suggestion to consider for inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree as one of the
minimum qualification of Laboratory Specialist under the Human Resource  section of Clinical Establishments
(Central Government) Amendment Rules, 2017 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary [Part II – Sec. 3(i)]
dated 5th May, 2017

 

Sir,

This is to bring to your kind consideration that doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology), as defined
by the Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India [Part III-

Sec. 4]  dated November 20th , 2007.  An Oral Pathologist & Microbiologist has adequate training and competency to report
the following laboratory tests: 

mailto:dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
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        1.       Routine Hematology

2.       Histopathology

3.       Cytopathology 

4.       Clinical Pathology

5.       Microbiology & Routine Serology

6.       Routine Clinical Biochemistry

7.       Molecular Genetics

8.       Molecular Pathology

9.       Ultrastructural Investigations

Therefore, it is suggested for inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) as one of the minimum qualification of
signatories under Human Resource section of Clinical Establishments (Central Government) Amendment Rules, 2017.

Thanking You

 

Yours Truly,

 Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal

 

 Attachments:

1.       Clinical Establishments (Central Government) Amendment Rules, 2017 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary
[Part II – Sec. 3(i)] dated 5th May, 2017

2.       Dental Council of India Revised MDS Course Regulations, 2007 Published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary [Part
III-Sec. 4]  dated November 20th , 2007 (Refer Sr. No. 6 Oral Pathology & Oral Microbiology, Page No. 89 onwards)
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Regarding inclusion of MDS (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) qualification as
authorized signatory for lab reports as per the minutes of meeting of Sub-
committee to finalize the draft notification in respect of minimum standards of
Medical Diagnostic Laboratories including signatory authority/technical head of
medical diagnostic laboratory 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Wed, Nov 28, 2018 at 12:37 PM
To: sunil.kumar20@gov.in
Cc: dr.anilkumar@nic.in, drsudhirgupta@gmail.com, secretary@dciindia.org

From:
Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal
1021, Urban Estate – II,
Hisar, Haryana – 125005
 
To:
Dr. Anil Kumar
Addl DDG (AK)
Member Secretary of Sub-Committee
Dte. GHS, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi.
 
 
Subject: Regarding inclusion of MDS (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) qualification as authorized signatory for lab
reports as per the minutes of meeting of Sub-committee to finalize the draft notification in respect of minimum
standards of Medical Diagnostic Laboratories including signatory authority/technical head of medical diagnostic
laboratory

Respected Sir,

This is to bring to your kind notice that as per the minutes of the meeting of Sub-committee to finalize the draft notification in
respect of minimum standards of Medical Diagnostic Laboratories including signatory authority/technical head of medical
diagnostic laboratory held under the chairmanship of Dr. B D Athani, Spl. DGHS at Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi held on 1st

November 2017 and 8th March 2018, it was decided that doctors having qualification of MDS (Oral Pathology &
Microbiology) can be signatory authority for lab reports but the same has not been included in the Gazette notification by
Department of Health and Family Welfare pertaining to minimum standards of Medical Diagnostic Laboratories Clinical
Establishment Act dated 18th May 2018. You are hereby requested to kindly include the same and do the needful.

Thanking you

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal

 

Attachments:

1.       Minutes of the meeting of Sub-committee to finalize the draft notification in respect of minimum standards of
Medical Diagnostic Laboratories including signatory authority/technical head of medical diagnostic laboratory held
under the chairmanship of Dr. B D Athani, Spl. DGHS on 01-11-2017 at Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi.
2.       Minutes of the 2nd meeting of sub-committee to discuss the Hon’ble Supreme Court (SLP (C) No. 28529/201-
North Gujarat Pathologists Association & Ors.) decision and draft notification in respect of minimum standards of
Medical Diagnostic Laboratories including signatory authority/technical head of medical diagnostic laboratory under
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Clinical Establishment Act held on 8th March 2018 under the chairmanship of Dr. B D Athani, Spl. DGHS at
Resource Centre, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi.
3.       The Gazette of India notification by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare pertaining to minimum standards of
Medical Diagnostic Laboratories Clinical Establishment Act dated 18th May 2018
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Suggestion to consider for inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology)
degree as one of the eligible qualification of Labortaory Specialist under
Minimum standards for Medical Diagnostic Laboratories 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Sun, Dec 2, 2018 at 6:59 PM
To: manoj.jhalani@nic.in, director@nabl-india.org, sectt@nabl.qcin.org, secretary@dciindia.org
Cc: dr.anilkumar@nic.in, DRVEERU@yahoo.com

From:
Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal
1021, Urban Estate – II, Hisar, Haryana – 125005
Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
Ph: 7027038190, 8168029497
 
To:
Mr. Manoj Jhalani
Addl. Secretary & Mission Director, NHM
 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India, Nirman Bhavan,
New Delhi - 110011
 
Subject: Suggestion to consider for inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) degree as
one of the eligible/requisite qualification of Laboratory Specialist under Minimum standards for
Medical Diagnostic Laboratories
 
Respected Sir,
 
This is to bring to your kind consideration that doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology &
Microbiology), as defined by the Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulation,
2007 published in The Gazette of India [Part III-Sec. 4] dated November 20th, 2007. An Oral Pathologist
& Microbiologist has adequate training and competency to report the following laboratory tests:
 

1.      Histopathology of specimens belonging to Oral, Head & Neck region 
2.      Cytopathology  of specimens belonging to Oral, Head & Neck region
3.      Routine Hematology
4.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry
5.      Clinical Pathology
6.      Oral Microbiology & Routine Serology
7.      Molecular Genetics
8.      Molecular Pathology
9.      Ultrastructural Investigations

 
 The justification for consideration of qualification of MDS (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) as
one of the authorized signatory as per Dental Council of India is as under:
 

1.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The
Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page No. 87 under Subject Oral Pathology
and Oral Microbiology; 1st and 2nd objective states that:
“To train a postgraduate dental surgeon so as to ensure higher competence in both general
and special pathology dealing with the nature of oral diseases, their causes, processes and
effects”.
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“An Oral Pathologist is expected to perform routine histopathological evaluation of
specimens relating to oral and perioral tissues, to carry out routine diagnostic procedures
including hematological, cytological, microbiological, immunological and ultrastructural
investigations”. 

 
2.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The
Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 91  under point no. 13; Basic
Histotechniques and Microscopy,  and Page no. 93 under section, Laboratory Techniques and
Diagnosis, it is mentioned:
“Routine Hematological tests and clinical significance of the same”
 
3.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The
Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 91 under section of Clinical
Pathology, it is mentioned:
“Laboratory investigations – Hematology, Microbiology and Urine Analysis”
 
4.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The
Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 94 under section of Scheme of
examination in sub-section (B) Practical/Clinical, it is mentioned:
“Smear Preparation: Cytology or Microbial smear”
“Histopathology slide discussion”

 
5.      Dental Council of India (DCI) B.D.S. Internship Regulations published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 15
“Blood, Urine and Sputum examination”
“Exfoliative Cytology and smears study”
“Biopsy- Laboratory procedure and reporting”
 
  6.      The following are Course contents as per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S.
Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4):

1.      Biostatistics & Research Methodology
2.      Applied Gross Anatomy including Histology
3.      Physiology (General & Oral)
4.      Cell Biology
5.      General Histology
6.      Biochemistry
7.      General Pathology
8.      General Microbiology
9.      Basic immunology
10.  Systemic Microbiology/Applied Microbiology
11.  Virology
12.  Mycology
13.  Oral Biology
14.  Basic Molecular Biology & Techniques
15.  Basic Histotechniques And Microscopy
16.  Oral Pathology
17.  Clinical Pathology
18.  Specialized Histotechniques And Special Stains
19.  Recording of Case History And Clinic-Pathological Discussions
20.  Dermatology
21.  Oral Oncology
22.  Oral Microbiology & Immunology
23.  Forensic Odontology
24.  Histopathology
25.  Laboratory techniques and diagnosis
26.  Experimental Aspects Of Oral Diseases
27.  Recent Advances/Other Topics In Oral Pathology
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Some other important points for which attention is required: 

 
1.      The specialized field of pathology dealing with the diseases of oral cavity and its associated
structures (i.e. teeth, tongue, bony tissue (maxilla & mandible), joint (Temporo-mandibular joint;
TMJ), lymph nodes, nerves, blood vessels), of the ear, nose and throat and of the structures in the
neck has been referred to as either Oral Pathology or Oral & Maxillofacial Pathology or Head &
Neck Pathology. These structures are also part of human body and do have systemic
implications from other organs of the human body as oral & perioral structures are connected
with the rest of the human body which is a proven fact according to the recent scientific medical
literature. The doctors who are specially trained in this specific area are called Oral & Maxillofacial
Pathologists and this title is acquired by getting degree of M.D.S. in Oral Pathology & Microbiology.
They do have sound knowledge about the systemic implications from other organs of the body on the
oral & maxillofacial region. 
 
2.      As per Medical Council of India (MCI); Minimum Qualification for Teachers in Medical
Institutions Regulations, 1998 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4)
dated 5th Dec. 1998 under section of Index of Teaching specialties, it is mentioned that Dentistry is
one of the recognized branches of modern scientific medicine. Dentistry is also taught during Phase –
III of MBBS curriculum as a part of Surgery. As per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S.
Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page
No. 6 under section of syllabus distribution among various specialties, it is mentioned that Oral
Pathology & Microbiology is one of recognized branches under dentistry as per DCI. Therefore, Oral
Pathology & Microbiology is an overlapping branch of dentistry as well as pathology and in turn a
branch of modern scientific medicine. This fact has been acknowledged by Royal College of
Pathologists, UK by considering Oral Pathology as one its recognized branches.

 
3.      Routine Hematology –

·         As per DCI Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), hematological diseases/disorders and routine
hematological investigations which include Complete Blood Count (CBC) with peripheral
smear are part of M.D.S. course curriculum and syllabus.
·         Routine hematological investigations [majorly Complete Blood Count (CBC)] are
performed and signed out on daily basis by Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist from past many
years in the department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of many dental colleges across
India.
·         CBC (which includes Total RBC Count along with MCV, MCH, MCHC, RDW, Total
WBC count, Differential WBC count, Total Platelet Count, MPV, PDW) is required for
diagnosing different types of anemia (in which glossitis is the major oral manifestation of
anemia) and pyogenic infections affecting oral and maxillofacial region. CBC is also a choice
of investigation done before any oral surgical procedure.                          
 

4.      Clinical Pathology –
·         Tzank smear is required for diagnosis of vesico-bullous lesions such as Pemphigus
vulgaris, Bullous pemphigoid, Erosive lichen planus, Steven Johnson Syndrome, Herpes
simplex, varicella, herpes zoster etc.
·         Complete Urine analysis is required to know glucose to diagnose diadetes, bence-jones
protein for multiple myeloma and uric acid crystals for gout.
·         Sputum examination using AFB stain for diagnosis of tuberculosis
·         Salivary examination & sialolith chemistry examination
 

5.      Routine Serology –
·         HIV, HBsAg & HCV (either by slide and agglutination method or ELISA) are required
by either a dental/oral surgeon or a general surgeon before carrying out any surgical
procedure. The results of the investigations will not alter if the surgery is performed either on
oral & maxillofacial region or any other part of the body.
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·         VDRL – required for diagnosis of syphilis which has major oral manifestations like
chancre, mucous patches, gumma, screwdriver-shaped incisor (Hutchinson's incisors) and
Mulberry molars.
·         CRP – required for acute inflammatory conditions either infections or tissue injury
affecting oral & maxillofacial region. It is useful indicator in Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
(SLE) and Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA). SLE & RA has several oral & maxillofacial
manifestations.
·         RA factor – required for the diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis which can affect TMJ
 

6.      Routine Oral Microbiology –
·         Examination of direct microbial smears by using different types microbial stains.
·         Isolation of oral microflora (bacteria/fungus) using different culture techniques &
sensitivity
·         Examination of pus/purulent material drained from oral & maxillofacial region (e.g.
fascial space infections)
·         Caries Activity Tests
 

7.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry –
·         Blood sugar (Fasting, Post-Prandial;PP or Random) and HbA1c – are required for
diagnosis of diabetes mellitus. Patients with diabetes mellitus presents with periodontitis and
periodontal abscess as major oral manifestations. According to WHO, Periodontitis is
considered sixth complication of diabetes mellitus. Random Blood Sugar (RBS) is commonly
advised/prescribed investigation either by a dental/oral surgeon or a general surgeon for any
kind of surgical procedure. The results of RBS will remain the same for that particular patient
if the surgery is performed either on oral & maxillofacial region or any other part of the body.
·         Lipid Profile (including cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL, LDL, VLDL) - can be used a
useful marker in the early diagnosis of oral premalignant conditions like Oral Submucous
Fibrosis (OSMF). OSMF is a common condition in Indian subcontinent which affects oral
cavity particularly due to areca nut chewing habit. Studies have shown that the decreased
serum lipid profile may be considered as a useful indicator for initial changes occurring in the
cells of potentially malignant disorders like OSMF.
·         Liver Function Tests; LFT (including Bilirubin, AST, ALT) - Studies have shown that
oral mucosal lesions are commonly found in children with cirrhosis of the liver. Advanced
liver disease promotes oral candidiasis. Glossitis and gingivitis are the common oral
manifestations along with fetor hepaticus (a peculiar odor) in liver disease patients. Patients
with advanced liver disease presents with bleeding tendencies. Therefore, LFT is required
even before oral surgical procedures. Dental professionals and Neurologists prescribe
Carbamazepine for Trigeminal Neuralgia. The drug; Carbamazepine causes hepatitis.
Therefore, LFT is investigation of choice before prescribing this drug for trigeminal
neuralgia. LFT is also required for diagnosis of SLE. The chances of acquiring hepatitis B &
C is also high in dental professional, so inorder to assess the status of liver, LFT is the
investigation of choice.
·         Kidney Function Tests; KFT (including urea, creatinine and serum electrolytes) - KFT is
required for diagnosis of uremic stomatitis, renal osteodystrophy and systemic lupus
erythematosus. It is also investigation of choice in trauma patients and other surgery patients.
Urea and creatinine are also required before giving radio-opaque dyes for any imaging
modality; that modality can be used for oral & maxillofacial region or for any other body part.
 

8.      Molecular Pathology (including DNA extraction, Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) and western
blotting) - PCR amplifies specific nucleic acid sequences by use of repeated cycles of DNA
synthesis. Application of PCR has been extended to a wide variety of medical disciplines; fields of
application include molecular genetics, pathology, microbiology, forensic medicine, and infectious
diseases. The application of PCR in the context of oral & maxillofacial pathology is utilization of this
technique to aid in the elucidation of the etiology of various oral & maxillofacial diseases. Studies
have shown that PCR makes a useful contribution to the diagnosis of malignant lymphomas of the
oral cavities. PCR is also an accurate method for diagnosis of many bacterial and viral diseases. e.g.
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, hepatitis B virus
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9.      As of 2017, as per NABL published on the website, it is clarified that the laboratories are
required to follow qualifications norms for authorized signatory mentioned in Table 1 of National
Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) 112, Issue No.3, dated
1.02.2008 amended on 16.10.2012 and issue no. 04 dated 9.05.2016. As per NABL, M.Sc. & Ph.D in
Medical Biochemistry and Medical Microbiology with certain years of experience are allowed to
report routine hematology, clinical pathology, routine clinical biochemistry and routine microbiology
and serology. When non medical personnel’s/professionals like M.Sc. & Ph.D in Medical
Biochemistry or Medical Microbiology after certain years of experience can become authorized
signatory for lab reports, then why can’t a non-medical/dental doctor having MDS in Oral
Pathology & Microbiology become authorized signatory for the same?

 
10.  When NABL can allow an undergraduate degree holder (MBBS) to sign the lab reports
after 3 years of experience, then why can’t a postgraduate degree holder (M.D.S. in Oral
Pathology & Microbiology) who is specially trained in general and special pathology is allowed
to sign the lab reports?

 

11.  As per Clause No. 5.1.1.2 (Qualification norms for authorized signatories) under the section of
Technical Requirements as given in the Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 03, Amendment No. 04 Issue
Date: 07-May-2018, it was considered by NABL that doctors with qualification of MDS in Oral
Pathology & Microbiology can be authorized signatory for histopathology and cytopathology reports
of specimens from oral and maxillofacial region and haemoglobin, Total WBC count, Differential
WBC count, ESR, Bleeding Time and Clotting Time which are prescribed by Dental Professionals
only. I want to highlight some points in regard to this:

·         As Dentistry is an overlapping branch of medicine, surgery and pathology, doctors other
than Dental Professionals (e.g. ENT Surgeons/General Surgeons/Orthopedic Surgeons/Plastic
Surgeons) can be treating/performing surgical procedures on the pathologies of oral and
maxillofacial region. What should be done in cases where a doctor from non-
dental/medical background prescribes routine hematology to Oral & Maxillofacial
Pathologist?
·         What should be done if a patient by himself/herself comes for routine hematological
investigations to an Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?
·         When a Dental Professional can prescribe any investigation to a General
Pathologist, then why can’t a non-dental/medical professional treating oral &
maxillofacial pathology prescribe investigations to Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?
 

12.  As per the minutes of the meeting of Sub-committee to finalize the draft notification in respect of
minimum standards of Medical Diagnostic Laboratories including signatory authority/technical head
of medical diagnostic laboratory held under the chairmanship of Dr. B D Athani, Spl. DGHS at
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi held on 1st November 2017 and 8th March 2018, it was decided that
doctors having qualification of MDS (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) can be signatory authority for
lab reports but still the same has not been included in the Gazette notification by Department of
Health and Family Welfare pertaining to minimum standards of Medical Diagnostic Laboratories
Clinical Establishment Act dated 18th May 2018.

 
Therefore, it is suggested for inclusion of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology & Microbiology) as one of
eligible/requisite qualification of Laboratory Specialist under Minimum standards for Medical Diagnostic
Laboratories.
 
 
Thanking You
 
 
Yours Truly,
 Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Request for consideration of suggestions/amendments regarding M.D.S. in Oral &
Maxillofacial Pathology as authorized signatory mentioned in Clause No. 5.1.1.2
(Qualification norms for authorized signatories) under the section of Technical
Requirements as given in the Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 03, Amendment No. 04
Issue Date: 07-May-2018 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Fri, May 25, 2018 at 11:17 PM
To: director@nabl-india.org
Cc: sectt@nabl.qcin.org

To
The Director,
National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories,
NABL Secretariat, NABL House, Plot No. 45, Sector 44,
Gurgaon – 122002, Haryana
 
Subject: Request for consideration of suggestions/amendments regarding M.D.S. in Oral & Maxillofacial
Pathology as authorized signatory mentioned in Clause No. 5.1.1.2 (Qualification norms for authorized
signatories) under the section of Technical Requirements as given in the Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 03,
Amendment No. 04, Issue Date: 07-May-2018

This is to bring to your kind notice that many routine diagnostic/pathological investigations have not been mentioned
under the domain of Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologists [Doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral Pathology &
Microbiology) which is a recognized qualification granted by statutory body Dental Council of India (DCI)] as
authorized signatory and a specific clause of “prescribed by Dental Professionals only” has also been made.

I want to draw your kind attention to the other investigations which are taught in M.D.S. course curriculum and is also
included in the M.D.S. syllabus as laid down by Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations,
2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4). These investigations are also performed
regularly and signed by Qualified Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologists in the Department of Oral Pathology &
Microbiology of various Dental Colleges across India from past many years.  

1.      Routine Hematology
2.      Clinical Pathology 
3.      Routine Serology/Immunology 
4.      Routine Microbiology pertaining to Oral & Maxillofacial Region
5.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry
6.      Molecular Pathology

 
The justification for the above mentioned investigations is given as under:
 

1.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page No. 87 under Subject Oral Pathology and Oral Microbiology;
1st and 2nd objective states that:
“To train a postgraduate dental surgeon so as to ensure higher competence in both general and special
pathology dealing with the nature of oral diseases, their causes, processes and effects”.
“An Oral Pathologist is expected to perform routine histopathological evaluation of specimens relating to oral
and perioral tissues, to carry out routine diagnostic procedures including hematological, cytological,
microbiological, immunological and ultrastructural investigations”. 
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2.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 91  under point no. 13; Basic Histotechniques and
Microscopy,  and Page no. 93 under section, Laboratory Techniques and Diagnosis, it is mentioned:
“Routine Hematological tests and clinical significance of the same”
 
3.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 91 under section of Clinical Pathology, it is mentioned:
“Laboratory investigations – Hematology, Microbiology and Urine Analysis”
 
4.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 94 under section of Scheme of examination in sub-section
(B) Practical/Clinical, it is mentioned:
“Smear Preparation: Cytology or Microbial smear”
“Histopathology slide discussion”

 
5.      Dental Council of India (DCI) B.D.S. Internship Regulations published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 15
“Blood, Urine and Sputum examination”
“Exfoliative Cytology and smears study”
“Biopsy- Laboratory procedure and reporting”
 
6.      The following are Course contents as per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course
Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4):

1.      Biostatistics & Research Methodology
2.      Applied Gross Anatomy including Histology
3.      Physiology (General & Oral)
4.      Cell Biology
5.      General Histology
6.      Biochemistry
7.      General Pathology
8.      General Microbiology
9.      Basic immunology
10.  Systemic Microbiology/Applied Microbiology
11.  Virology
12.  Mycology
13.  Oral Biology
14.  Basic Molecular Biology & Techniques
15.  Basic Histotechniques And Microscopy
16.  Oral Pathology
17.  Clinical Pathology
18.  Specialized Histotechniques And Special Stains
19.  Recording of Case History And Clinic-Pathological Discussions
20.  Dermatology
21.  Oral Oncology
22.  Oral Microbiology & Immunology
23.  Forensic Odontology
24.  Histopathology
25.  Laboratory techniques and diagnosis
26.  Experimental Aspects Of Oral Diseases
27.  Recent Advances/Other Topics In Oral Pathology
 

Therefore, as per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette
of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), An Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist has adequate knowledge, training and
competency to report the following laboratory tests:
 

1.      Histopathology & Cytopathology of specimens belonging to oral & perioral tissues (page 93)
2.      Routine Hematology (page 91)
3.      Clinical Pathology - only urine, sputum (as per DCI) (page 91)
4.      Routine Microbiology (page 87)
5.      Routine Serology (page 87)
6.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry (page 89)
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7.      Molecular Pathology (Page 91)
8.      Ultrastructural Investigations (page 87)

 
Some other important points for which attention is required:

1.      The specialized field of pathology dealing with the diseases of oral cavity and its associated structures
(i.e. teeth, tongue, bony tissue (maxilla & mandible), joint (Temporo-mandibular joint; TMJ), lymph
nodes, nerves, blood vessels), of the ear, nose and throat and of the structures in the neck has been referred
to as either Oral Pathology or Oral & Maxillofacial Pathology or Head & Neck Pathology. These
structures are also part of human body and do have systemic implications from other organs of the human
body as oral & perioral structures are connected with the rest of the human body which is a proven fact
according to the recent scientific medical literature. The doctors who are specially trained in this specific
area are called Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologists and this title is acquired by getting degree of M.D.S. in
Oral Pathology & Microbiology. They do have sound knowledge about the systemic implications from
other organs of the body on the oral & maxillofacial region.
2.      As per Medical Council of India (MCI); Minimum Qualification for Teachers in Medical Institutions
Regulations, 1998 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4) dated 5th Dec.
1998 under section of Index of Teaching specialities, it is mentioned that Dentistry is one of the
recognized branches of modern scientific medicine. Dentistry is also taught during Phase – III of MBBS
curriculum as a part of Surgery. As per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course
Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page No. 6 under
section of syllabus distribution among various specialities, it is mentioned that Oral Pathology &
Microbiology is one of recognized branches under dentistry as per DCI. Therefore, Oral Pathology &
Microbiology is an overlapping branch of dentistry as well as pathology and inturn a branch of modern
scientific medicine. This fact has been acknowledged by Royal College of Pathologists,UK by considering
Oral Pathology as one its recognized branches.
3.      Routine Hematology –

·         Only haemoglobin, Total WBC count, Differential WBC count, ESR, Bleeding Time and
Clotting Time has been considered for Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist to sign and that too which
are  prescribed by Dental Professionals only.
·         As per DCI Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), hematological diseases/disorders and routine hematological
investigations which include Complete Blood Count (CBC) with peripheral smear are part of
M.D.S. course curriculum and syllabus.
·         Routine hematological investigations [majorly Complete Blood Count (CBC)] are performed
and signed out on daily basis by Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist from past many years in the
department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of many dental colleges across India.
·         CBC (which includes Total RBC Count along with MCV, MCH, MCHC, RDW, Total WBC
count, Differential WBC count, Total Platelet Count, MPV, PDW) is required for diagnosing
different types of anemia (in which glossitis is the major oral manifestation of anemia) and
pyogenic infections affecting oral and maxillofacial region. CBC is also a choice of investigation
done before any oral surgical procedure.                           
·         As Dentistry is an overlapping branch of medicine, surgery and pathology, doctors other than
Dental Professionals (e.g. ENT Surgeons/General Surgeons/Orthopedic Surgeons/Plastic
Surgeons) can be treating/performing surgical procedures on the pathologies of oral and
maxillofacial region. What should be done in cases where a doctor from non-dental/medical
background prescribes routine hematology to Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?
·         What should be done if a patient by himself/herself comes for routine hematological
investigations to an Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?
·         When a Dental Professional can prescribe any investigation to a General Pathologist, then
why can’t a non-dental/medical professional treating oral & maxillofacial pathology prescribe
investigations to Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?

4.      Clinical Pathology –
·         Tzank smear is required for diagnosis of vesico-bullous lesions such as Pemphigus vulgaris,
Bullous pemphigoid, Erosive lichen planus, Steven Johnson Syndrome, Herpes simplex, varicella,
herpes zoster etc.
·         Complete Urine analysis is required to know glucose to diagnose diadetes, bence-jones
protein for multiple myeloma and uric acid crystals for gout.
·         Sputum examination using AFB stain for diagnosis of tuberculosis
·         Salivary examination & sialolith chemistry examination
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5.      Routine Serology –

·         HIV, HBsAg & HCV (either by slide and agglutination method or ELISA) are required by
either a dental/oral surgeon or a general surgeon before carrying out any surgical procedure. The
results of the investigations will not alter if the surgery is performed either on oral & maxillofacial
region or any other part of the body.
·         VDRL – required for diagnosis of syphilis which has major oral manifestations like chancre,
mucous patches, gumma, screwdriver-shaped incisor (Hutchinson's incisors) and Mulberry molars.
·         CRP – required for acute inflammatory conditions either infections or tissue injury affecting
oral & maxillofacial region. It is useful indicator in Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) and
Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA). SLE & RA has several oral & maxillofacial manifestations.
·         RA factor – required for the diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis which can affect TMJ

6.      Routine Oral Microbiology –
·         Examination of direct microbial smears by using different types microbial stains.
·         Isolation of oral microflora (bacteria/fungus) using different culture techniques & sensitivity
·         Examination of pus/purulent material drained from oral & maxillofacial region (e.g. fascial
space infections)
·         Caries Activity Tests

7.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry –
·         Blood sugar (Fasting, Post-Prandial;PP or Random) and HbA1c – are required for diagnosis
of diabetes mellitus. Patients with diabetes mellitus presents with periodontitis and periodontal
abscess as major oral manifestations. According to WHO, Periodontitis is considered sixth
complication of diabetes mellitus. Random Blood Sugar (RBS) is commonly advised/prescribed
investigation either by a dental/oral surgeon or a general surgeon for any kind of surgical
procedure. The results of RBS will remain the same for that particular patient if the surgery is
performed either on oral & maxillofacial region or any other part of the body.
·         Lipid Profile (including cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL, LDL, VLDL) - can be used a useful
marker in the early diagnosis of oral premalignant conditions like Oral Submucous Fibrosis
(OSMF). OSMF is a common condition in Indian subcontinent which affects oral cavity
particularly due to areca nut chewing habit. Studies have shown that the decreased serum lipid
profile may be considered as a useful indicator for initial changes occurring in the cells of
potentially malignant disorders like OSMF.
·         Liver Function Tests; LFT (including Bilirubin, AST, ALT) - Studies have shown that oral
mucosal lesions are commonly found in children with cirrhosis of the liver. Advanced liver
disease promotes oral candidiasis. Glossitis and gingivitis are the common oral manifestations
along with fetor hepaticus (a peculiar odor) in liver disease patients. Patients with advanced liver
disease presents with bleeding tendencies. Therefore, LFT is required even before oral surgical
procedures. Dental professionals and Neurologists prescribe Carbamazepine for Trigeminal
Neuralgia. The drug; Carbamazepine causes hepatitis. Therefore, LFT is investigation of choice
before prescribing this drug for trigeminal neuralgia. LFT is also required for diagnosis of SLE.
The chances of acquiring hepatitis B & C is also high in dental professional, so inorder to assess
the status of liver, LFT is the investigation of choice.
·         Kidney Function Tests; KFT (including urea, creatinine and serum electrolytes) - KFT is
required for diagnosis of uremic stomatitis, renal osteodystrophy and systemic lupus
erythematosus. It is also investigation of choice in trauma patients and other surgery patients. Urea
and creatinine are also required before giving radio-opaque dyes for any imaging modality; that
modality can be used for oral & maxillofacial region or for any other body part.

8.      Molecular Pathology (including DNA extraction, Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) and western
blotting) - PCR amplifies specific nucleic acid sequences by use of repeated cycles of DNA synthesis.
Application of PCR has been extended to a wide variety of medical disciplines; fields of application
include molecular genetics, pathology, microbiology, forensic medicine, and infectious diseases. The
application of PCR in the context of oral & maxillofacial pathology is utilization of this technique to aid in
the elucidation of the etiology of various oral & maxillofacial diseases. Studies have shown that PCR
makes a useful contribution to the diagnosis of malignant lymphomas of the oral cavities. PCR is also an
accurate method for diagnosis of many bacterial and viral diseases. e.g. Mycobacterium tuberculosis,
hepatitis B virus
9.      As of 2017, as per NABL published on the website, it is clarified that the laboratories are required to
follow qualifications norms for authorized signatory mentioned in Table 1 of National Accreditation Board
for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) 112, Issue No.3, dated 1.02.2008 amended on
16.10.2012 and issue no. 04 dated 9.05.2016. As per NABL, M.Sc. & Ph.D in Medical Biochemistry and
Medical Microbiology with certain years of experience are allowed to report routine hematology, clinical
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pathology, routine clinical biochemistry and routine microbiology and serology. When non medical
personnel’s/professionals like M.Sc. & Ph.D in Medical Biochemistry or Medical Microbiology after
certain years of experience can become authorized signatory for lab reports, then why can’t a non-
medical/dental doctor having MDS in Oral Pathology & Microbiology become authorized signatory for
the same?
10.  When NABL can allow an undergraduate degree holder (MBBS) to sign the lab reports after 3 years of
experience, then why can’t a postgraduate degree holder (M.D.S. in Oral Pathology & Microbiology) who
is specially trained in general and special pathology is allowed to sign the lab reports?

 

Thanking You

Yours Truly, 

 
Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal
1021, Urban Estate – II,
Hisar, Haryana - 125005
Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
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Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com>

Request for consideration of suggestions/amendments regarding M.D.S. in Oral &
Maxillofacial Pathology as authorized signatory mentioned in Clause No. 5.1.1.2
(Qualification norms for authorized signatories) under the section of Technical
Requirements as given in the Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 03, Amendment No.
04 Issue Date: 07-May-2018 
1 message

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal <dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com> Mon, Nov 26, 2018 at 4:05 PM
To: director@nabl-india.org, sectt@nabl.qcin.org, secretary@dciindia.org

To
The Director,
National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories,
NABL Secretariat, NABL House, Plot No. 45, Sector 44,
Gurgaon – 122002, Haryana
 
Subject: Request for consideration of suggestions/amendments regarding M.D.S. in Oral & Maxillofacial
Pathology as authorized signatory mentioned in Clause No. 5.1.1.2 (Qualification norms for authorized
signatories) under the section of Technical Requirements as given in the Doc. No. NABL 112, Issue No. 03,
Amendment No. 04 Issue Date: 07-May-2018

This is to bring to your kind notice that many routine diagnostic/pathological investigations have not been
mentioned under the domain of Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologists [Doctors having degree of M.D.S. (Oral
Pathology & Microbiology) which is a recognized qualification granted by statutory body Dental Council of India
(DCI) governed by Govt. Of India] as authorized signatory and a specific clause of “prescribed by Dental
Professionals only” has also been made.

I want to draw your kind attention to the other investigations which are taught in M.D.S. course curriculum and is
included in the M.D.S. syllabus as laid down by Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course
Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4) and are also performed
regularly and signed by Qualified Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologists in the Department of Oral Pathology &
Microbiology of various Dental Colleges across India from past many years.  

1.      Routine Hematology
2.      Clinical Pathology 
3.      Routine Serology/Immunology 
4.      Routine Microbiology pertaining to Oral & Maxillofacial Region
5.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry
6.      Molecular Pathology

 
The justification for the above mentioned investigations is given as under:
 

1.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page No. 87 under Subject Oral Pathology and Oral
Microbiology; 1st and 2nd objective states that:
“To train a postgraduate dental surgeon so as to ensure higher competence in both general and special
pathology dealing with the nature of oral diseases, their causes, processes and effects”.
“An Oral Pathologist is expected to perform routine histopathological evaluation of specimens relating to
oral and perioral tissues, to carry out routine diagnostic procedures including hematological, cytological,
microbiological, immunological and ultrastructural investigations”. 

 
2.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 91  under point no. 13; Basic Histotechniques and
Microscopy,  and Page no. 93 under section, Laboratory Techniques and Diagnosis, it is mentioned:
“Routine Hematological tests and clinical significance of the same”
 
3.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 91 under section of Clinical Pathology, it is mentioned:

user
Highlight

user
Highlight
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“Laboratory investigations – Hematology, Microbiology and Urine Analysis”
 
4.      Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of
India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 94 under section of Scheme of examination in sub-
section (B) Practical/Clinical, it is mentioned:
“Smear Preparation: Cytology or Microbial smear”
“Histopathology slide discussion”

 
5.      Dental Council of India (DCI) B.D.S. Internship Regulations published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page no. 15
“Blood, Urine and Sputum examination”
“Exfoliative Cytology and smears study”
“Biopsy- Laboratory procedure and reporting”
 
6.      The following are Course contents as per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course
Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4):

1.      Biostatistics & Research Methodology
2.      Applied Gross Anatomy including Histology
3.      Physiology (General & Oral)
4.      Cell Biology
5.      General Histology
6.      Biochemistry
7.      General Pathology
8.      General Microbiology
9.      Basic immunology
10.  Systemic Microbiology/Applied Microbiology
11.  Virology
12.  Mycology
13.  Oral Biology
14.  Basic Molecular Biology & Techniques
15.  Basic Histotechniques And Microscopy
16.  Oral Pathology
17.  Clinical Pathology
18.  Specialized Histotechniques And Special Stains
19.  Recording of Case History And Clinic-Pathological Discussions
20.  Dermatology
21.  Oral Oncology
22.  Oral Microbiology & Immunology
23.  Forensic Odontology
24.  Histopathology
25.  Laboratory techniques and diagnosis
26.  Experimental Aspects Of Oral Diseases
27.  Recent Advances/Other Topics In Oral Pathology

Therefore, as per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The
Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), An Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist has adequate knowledge,
training and competency to report the following laboratory tests:
 

1.      Histopathology & Cytopathology of specimens belonging to oral & perioral tissues (page 93)
2.      Routine Hematology (page 91)
3.      Clinical Pathology - only urine, sputum (as per DCI) (page 91)
4.      Routine Microbiology (page 87)
5.      Routine Serology (page 87)
6.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry (page 89)
7.      Molecular Pathology (Page 91)
8.      Ultrastructural Investigations (page 87)

 
Some other important points for which attention is required:

1.      The specialized field of pathology dealing with the diseases of oral cavity and its associated
structures (i.e. teeth, tongue, bony tissue (maxilla & mandible), joint (Temporo-mandibular joint;
TMJ), lymph nodes, nerves, blood vessels), of the ear, nose and throat and of the structures in the neck
has been referred to as either Oral Pathology or Oral & Maxillofacial Pathology or Head & Neck
Pathology. These structures are also part of human body and do have systemic implications from other
organs of the human body as oral & perioral structures are connected with the rest of the human body
which is a proven fact according to the recent scientific medical literature. The doctors who are
specially trained in this specific area are called Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologists and this title is
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acquired by getting degree of M.D.S. in Oral Pathology & Microbiology. They do have sound
knowledge about the systemic implications from other organs of the body on the oral & maxillofacial
region.
2.      As per Medical Council of India (MCI); Minimum Qualification for Teachers in Medical
Institutions Regulations, 1998 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4)
dated 5th Dec. 1998 under section of Index of Teaching specialities, it is mentioned that Dentistry is
one of the recognized branches of modern scientific medicine. Dentistry is also taught during Phase –
III of MBBS curriculum as a part of Surgery. As per Dental Council of India (DCI) Revised M.D.S.
Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India: Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), Page
No. 6 under section of syllabus distribution among various specialities, it is mentioned that Oral
Pathology & Microbiology is one of recognized branches under dentistry as per DCI. Therefore,
                  Oral Pathology & Microbiology is an overlapping branch of dentistry as well as pathology
and inturn a branch of modern scientific medicine. This fact has been acknowledged by Royal College
of Pathologists,UK by considering Oral Pathology as one its recognized branches.
3.      Routine Hematology –

·         Only haemoglobin, Total WBC count, Differential WBC count, ESR, Bleeding Time and
Clotting Time has been considered for Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist to sign and that too
which are  prescribed by Dental Professionals only.
·         As per DCI Revised M.D.S. Course Regulations, 2007 published in The Gazette of India:
Extraordinary (Part III, Section 4), hematological diseases/disorders and routine hematological
investigations which include Complete Blood Count (CBC) with peripheral smear are part of
M.D.S. course curriculum and syllabus.
·         Routine hematological investigations [majorly Complete Blood Count (CBC)] are
performed and signed out on daily basis by Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist from past many
years in the department of Oral Pathology & Microbiology of many dental colleges across
India.
·         CBC (which includes Total RBC Count along with MCV, MCH, MCHC, RDW, Total
WBC count, Differential WBC count, Total Platelet Count, MPV, PDW) is required for
diagnosing different types of anemia (in which glossitis is the major oral manifestation of
anemia) and pyogenic infections affecting oral and maxillofacial region. CBC is also a choice
of investigation done before any oral surgical procedure.                           
·         As Dentistry is an overlapping branch of medicine, surgery and pathology, doctors other
than Dental Professionals (e.g. ENT Surgeons/General Surgeons/Orthopedic Surgeons/Plastic
Surgeons) can be treating/performing surgical procedures on the pathologies of oral and
maxillofacial region.                      What should be done in cases where a doctor from non-
dental/medical background prescribes routine hematology to Oral & Maxillofacial
Pathologist?
·         What should be done if a patient by himself/herself comes for routine hematological
investigations to an Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?
·         When a Dental Professional can prescribe any investigation to a General Pathologist, then
why can’t a non-dental/medical professional treating oral & maxillofacial pathology prescribe
investigations to Oral & Maxillofacial Pathologist?

4.      Clinical Pathology –
·         Tzank smear is required for diagnosis of vesico-bullous lesions such as Pemphigus
vulgaris, Bullous pemphigoid, Erosive lichen planus, Steven Johnson Syndrome, Herpes
simplex, varicella, herpes zoster etc.
·         Complete Urine analysis is required to know glucose to diagnose diadetes, bence-jones
protein for multiple myeloma and uric acid crystals for gout.
·         Sputum examination using AFB stain for diagnosis of tuberculosis
·         Salivary examination & sialolith chemistry examination

5.      Routine Serology –
·         HIV, HBsAg & HCV (either by slide and agglutination method or ELISA) are required by
either a dental/oral surgeon or a general surgeon before carrying out any surgical procedure.
The results of the investigations will not alter if the surgery is performed either on oral &
maxillofacial region or any other part of the body.
·         VDRL – required for diagnosis of syphilis which has major oral manifestations like
chancre, mucous patches, gumma, screwdriver-shaped incisor (Hutchinson's incisors) and
Mulberry molars.
·         CRP – required for acute inflammatory conditions either infections or tissue injury
affecting oral & maxillofacial region. It is useful indicator in Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
(SLE) and Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA). SLE & RA has several oral & maxillofacial
manifestations.
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·         RA factor – required for the diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis which can affect TMJ
6.      Routine Oral Microbiology –

·         Examination of direct microbial smears by using different types microbial stains.
·         Isolation of oral microflora (bacteria/fungus) using different culture techniques &
sensitivity
·         Examination of pus/purulent material drained from oral & maxillofacial region (e.g.
fascial space infections)
·         Caries Activity Tests

7.      Routine Clinical Biochemistry –
·         Blood sugar (Fasting, Post-Prandial;PP or Random) and HbA1c – are required for
diagnosis of diabetes mellitus. Patients with diabetes mellitus presents with periodontitis and
periodontal abscess as major oral manifestations. According to WHO, Periodontitis is
considered sixth complication of diabetes mellitus. Random Blood Sugar (RBS) is commonly
advised/prescribed investigation either by a dental/oral surgeon or a general surgeon for any
kind of surgical procedure. The results of RBS will remain the same for that particular patient
if the surgery is performed either on oral & maxillofacial region or any other part of the body.
·         Lipid Profile (including cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL, LDL, VLDL) - can be used a
useful marker in the early diagnosis of oral premalignant conditions like Oral Submucous
Fibrosis (OSMF). OSMF is a common condition in Indian subcontinent which affects oral
cavity particularly due to areca nut chewing habit. Studies have shown that the decreased
serum lipid profile may be considered as a useful indicator for initial changes occurring in the
cells of potentially malignant disorders like OSMF.
·         Liver Function Tests; LFT (including Bilirubin, AST, ALT) - Studies have shown that
oral mucosal lesions are commonly found in children with cirrhosis of the liver. Advanced
liver disease promotes oral candidiasis. Glossitis and gingivitis are the common oral
manifestations along with fetor hepaticus (a peculiar odor) in liver disease patients. Patients
with advanced liver disease presents with bleeding tendencies. Therefore, LFT is required
even before oral surgical procedures. Dental professionals and Neurologists prescribe
Carbamazepine for Trigeminal Neuralgia. The drug; Carbamazepine causes hepatitis.
Therefore, LFT is investigation of choice before prescribing this drug for trigeminal neuralgia.
LFT is also required for diagnosis of SLE. The chances of acquiring hepatitis B & C is also
high in dental professional, so inorder to assess the status of liver, LFT is the investigation of
choice.
·         Kidney Function Tests; KFT (including urea, creatinine and serum electrolytes) - KFT is
required for diagnosis of uremic stomatitis, renal osteodystrophy and systemic lupus
erythematosus. It is also investigation of choice in trauma patients and other surgery patients.
Urea and creatinine are also required before giving radio-opaque dyes for any imaging
modality; that modality can be used for oral & maxillofacial region or for any other body part.

8.      Molecular Pathology (including DNA extraction, Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) and western
blotting) - PCR amplifies specific nucleic acid sequences by use of repeated cycles of DNA synthesis.
Application of PCR has been extended to a wide variety of medical disciplines; fields of application
include molecular genetics, pathology, microbiology, forensic medicine, and infectious diseases. The
application of PCR in the context of oral & maxillofacial pathology is utilization of this technique to
aid in the elucidation of the etiology of various oral & maxillofacial diseases. Studies have shown that
PCR makes a useful contribution to the diagnosis of malignant lymphomas of the oral cavities. PCR is
also an accurate method for diagnosis of many bacterial and viral diseases. e.g. Mycobacterium
tuberculosis, hepatitis B virus
9.      As of 2017, as per NABL published on the website, it is clarified that the laboratories are required
to follow qualifications norms for authorized signatory mentioned in Table 1 of National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) 112, Issue No.3, dated 1.02.2008 amended on
16.10.2012 and issue no. 04 dated 9.05.2016. As per NABL, M.Sc. & Ph.D in Medical Biochemistry
and Medical Microbiology with certain years of experience are allowed to report routine hematology,
clinical pathology, routine clinical biochemistry and routine microbiology and serology. When non
medical personnel’s/professionals like M.Sc. & Ph.D in Medical Biochemistry or Medical
Microbiology after certain years of experience can become authorized signatory for lab reports, then
why can’t a non-medical/dental doctor having MDS in Oral Pathology & Microbiology become
authorized signatory for the same?
10.  When NABL can allow an undergraduate degree holder (MBBS) to sign the lab reports after 3
years of experience, then why can’t a postgraduate degree holder (M.D.S. in Oral Pathology &
Microbiology) who is specially trained in general and special pathology is allowed to sign the lab
reports?

 

Thanking You
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 Yours Truly,

Dr. Bhuvan Nagpal
1021, Urban Estate – II,
Hisar, Haryana - 125005
Email: dr.bhuvannagpal@gmail.com
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NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION 

(POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION BOARD) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14th February, 2022 

TEACHERS ELIGIBILITY QUALIFICATIONS IN MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS  

REGULATIONS, 2022 

F. No. NMC/MCI-23(I)/2021-MED.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 57 of the 

National Medical Commission Act, 2019, the National Medical Commission, hereby makes the following 

Regulations, namely:- 

1.  Short title and commencement 

1.3 These Regulations may be called the “Teachers Eligibility Qualifications in Medical Institutions 

Regulations, 2022”. 

1.4 They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2.  Objectives 

Appointment and promotion of faculty in various teaching specialties imparting graduate and 

postgraduate medical education in medical institutions, falling within the purview of the National 

Medical Commission,  has to be in accordance with the minimum qualifications and experience 

prescribed in these Regulations, so as to maintain a standard of teaching in medical institutions. 

3.  General Norms for Appointment of Faculty in Medical Institutions 

   Every appointing authority before making an appointment to a teaching post in a medical college 

or institution shall observe the following norms: 

3.1 All Medical Teachers must possess a Postgraduate degree or equivalent qualification included in 

any one of the Schedules to the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 (102 of 1956) and National 

Medical Commission Act, 2019. They must also be registered in a State Medical Register or 

National Medical Register, except in the case of teachers with non-medical qualifications.  

3.2 The maximum age limit up to which a person can be appointed or granted extension or re-

employed in service against the posts of Teacher or Medical Superintendent or Dean or Principal 

or Director or, as the case may be, which are required to be filled up as per the norms of the 

National Medical Commission in any Medical College/ Institution for imparting Graduate and 

Post-Graduate medical education shall be 70 years. 

3.3 In the Departments of Anatomy, Physiology and Biochemistry, non-medical graduates having 

M.Sc. (relevant medical) and PhD qualifications, granted by the recognized Medical 

College/Institute as regular on campus course in the   subject concerned, can be appointed as 

Assistant Professors. A non-medical person cannot be appointed as Dean or Director or Principal 

or Medical Superintendent or Head of the Department.  

Provided that non-medical graduates appointed as Assistant Professors in the subjects of Anatomy, 

Physiology, Biochemistry, Pharmacology and Microbiology on the basis of MSc degree prior to 

the coming into force of Minimum Qualifications for Teachers in Medical Institution Regulations, 

1998 on 05.12.1998, shall be eligible to be considered as Assistant Professors. However, PhD 

degree in concerned medical subject is essential for promotion to higher teaching position. Such 

persons shall also be eligible after their retirement to serve as faculty on the same position from 

which they had retired until the permissible age for serving in a Medical College. 

3.4 The appointing authority may consider certain equivalent postgraduate qualifications, which may 

be approved by the National Medical Commission from time to time, to be the requisite recognized 

qualification in the subject concerned.  

3.5 In cases where candidates with requisite experience are not available, a reference may be made by 

the appointing authority to the National Medical Commission for consideration on merits.  
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3.6 The position of Dean/Director/Principal of Medical College/Institution should be held by a person 

possessing recognized postgraduate medical degree from a recognized institution with a minimum 

of ten years teaching experience as Professor/Associate Professor in a Medical College/ Institution, 

out of which at least five years should be as Professor in the Department. Appointment to these 

posts shall be made on seniority-cum-merit basis. The Dean/Director/Principal of Medical 

Institution shall not hold the post of Head of the Department.     

3.7 The Medical Superintendent of the affiliated teaching hospital shall possess a recognized 

postgraduate medical degree from a recognized Institution with a minimum of ten years teaching 

experience as Professor /Associate Professor in the relevant departments of the Hospital, out of 

which at least five years should be as Professor. Appointment to these posts shall be made on 

seniority-cum-merit basis.  Medical Superintendent shall not occupy the position of the Head of the 

Department.  However, he can head the unit.  

3.8 The position of Dean/Director/Principal of Standalone Postgraduate Broad Specialty/Super 

Specialty Institution shall be held by a person possessing recognized postgraduate Degree from a 

recognized Institution with minimum of ten years teaching experience as Professor/Associate 

Professor, out of which, at least five years should be as Professor.  

3.9 The Heads of the Departments of broad and super specialty courses shall possess a recognized 

Postgraduate broad specialty and super specialty degree, as the case may be, in the concerned 

specialty.  This mandatory requirement is relaxed for five more years from the date of notification 

of this Regulation to all the Broad and Super Specialty courses which were started after 01 

January, 2009.     

3.10 Appointments to the administrative posts in Government Institutions including the      in-charge 

arrangements, amongst eligible candidates, shall be on inter se vertical seniority based on date of 

entry into the Institution/Government  Service.    

3.11 The period spent by the teaching faculty towards acquisition of degree in Super Specialty subject 

on concurrent duties/deputation shall not be counted as teaching experience for fulfilling eligibility 

criteria for promotion in the concerned Super Specialty department.  

3.12 For holders of MD - PhD in Medical Subjects, the period spent during PhD shall be considered 

equivalent to Senior Residency period and they are eligible for direct appointment as Assistant 

Professors in the concerned subject. 

3.13 A person with MSc (Health Statistics/Medical Statistics/Bio Statistics/Statistics) with PhD from a 

recognized University shall be appointed as Assistant Professor of Statistics in the department of 

Community Medicine.   

4.  Determination of equivalence of the qualification of DNB (Broad Specialties) with MD/MS 

and DNB (Super Specialties) with DM/MCh  

          The Diplomate of National Board (DNB) in broad specialty and super specialty qualifications 

when granted in a medical institution with attached hospital or in a hospital with the strength of 

five hundred or more beds, by the National Board of Examinations, shall be equivalent in all 

respects to the corresponding broad specialty (MD/MS) and super specialty (DM/MCh) 

postgraduate qualification, but in all other cases, senior residency in a medical college for an 

additional period of one year shall be required for such qualification to be equivalent for the 

purposes of teaching. 

5. Eligibility for being designated as Postgraduate Guide  

5.1 Broad Specialties: A teacher in a Medical College or Institution having a total of 5 years of  

teaching experience as Assistant Professor and above after obtaining post-graduate degree in the 

concerned broad specialty subject  shall be  recognized as Post Graduate Guide in that specialty, 

provided the department has been recognized/permitted  for conducting Postgraduate course in 

that subject.   

5.2 Super Specialties: A teacher in a Medical College or Institution having a total of 3 years of 

teaching experience as Assistant Professor and above after obtaining Super Specialty degree in the 

concerned super specialty subject, shall be recognized as Post Graduate Guide in that Super 
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Specialty subject, provided the department has been recognized/ permitted for conducting Super 

Specialty courses in that subject.  

Further, in the case of broad specialty/super specialty courses which were newly instituted, 

relaxation of qualification and experience for recognition as Post Graduate Guide was granted for 

ten years from the date of start of the course by the erstwhile Medical Council of India (MCI). This 

relaxation ceases to exist to all the existing super specialty courses on the day they complete ten 

years from the date on which they were started by erstwhile Medical Council of India. However, 

this relaxation of qualification and experience during transition period shall be extended by five 

more years from the date of notification of this Regulation to all the broad/super specialty courses 

which were started after 01 January, 2009. This relaxation is not applicable to the courses instituted 

before 2009.    

6.  Norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion 

The norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion shall be as follows:  

Table 1A.  Norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion in Broad Specialties (MD/MS) which 

are in existence for more than 10 years. 

Posts Academic 

Qualifications 

Teaching and Research Experience 

Professor  

8 year post PG 

experience 

MD/MS/DNB in the 

concerned subject.  

i.  Associate Professor in the subject for three 

years in a permitted/ recognized medical 

college/ institution.  

ii.  Should have at least four Research 

publications (at least two as Associate 

Professor) [only original papers, meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, and case series 

that are published in journals indexed  in 

Medline, PubMed, Central Science Citation 

Index, Science Citation Index, Expanded 

Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open Access 

Journals (DoAJ) will be considered].  

iii.  Should have completed the basic course in 

Medical Education Technology from 

Institutions designated by NMC. 

iv.  Should have completed the Basic course in 

Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

Associate Professor  

5 years post PG 

experience 

MD/MS/DNB in the 

concerned subject. 

i.  As Assistant Professor in the subject for four 

years in a permitted /recognized medical 

college/ institution. 

ii.  Should have at least two Research 

publications [only original papers, meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, and case series 

that are published in journals included in 

Medline, PubMed, Central Science Citation 

Index, Science Citation Index, Expanded 

Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open Access 

Journals (DoAJ) will be considered].  

iii.  Should have completed the basic course in 

Medical Education Technology from 

Institutions designated by NMC. 

iv.  Should have completed the basic course in 
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Posts Academic 

Qualifications 

Teaching and Research Experience 

Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

Assistant Professor  MD/MS/DNB in the 

concerned subject. 

 One year as Senior Resident in the 

concerned subject in a recognized/ permitted 

medical college after acquiring MD/MS 

Degree.  

Senior Resident (Medical 

Postgraduates) 

Tutors 

(Non-Medical 

Postgraduates)  

Senior Resident is one who is doing his residency in the concerned department 

after obtaining Medical Postgraduate degree (MD/MS/DNB). 

Non-medical Postgraduates with MSc (Medical) degree shall be called Tutors 

in whichever departments they are working.   

The posts of Senior Resident and Tutor are tenure positions not exceeding 3 

years. The graduate must be below 45 years of age at the time of initial 

appointment.  

The posts of tenured Senior Residents and Tutors are not faculty positions.  

All other designations practiced earlier stands deleted.   

However, existing Tutors/Demonstrators/Registrars appointed on permanent 

basis shall be renamed as Senior Residents and Tutors, as the case may be, and 

continue to work till superannuation.  

The conditions mentioned above shall not be applicable to Senior 

Residents/Tutors/Demonstrators/Registrars who are appointed on permanent 

basis before the notification of these Regulations. 

 

Table 1B:  Index of Broad Specialties in which Persons with non-Medical Qualifications may be 

appointed as Faculty (Assistant Professor and beyond) 

S. No. Name of the Specialty Academic Qualification 

1. Anatomy  MSc (Medical Anatomy) with PhD  Medical Anatomy 

2. Biochemistry  MSc (Medical  Biochemistry) with PhD in Medical 

Biochemistry 

3. Physiology  MSc (Medical Physiology) with PhD in Medical 

Physiology  

 

Table 1C.  Norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion in Broad Specialties (MD/MS) 

wherein the Broad Specialty Course was established by erstwhile MCI and is 

functional for less than Ten years and also for new Broad Specialty courses proposed 

to be instituted by National Medical Commission.  

Posts Academic Qualifications Teaching and Research Experience 

Professor   MD/MS/DNB in the concerned 

subject.  

OR 

During Transition period   

MD/MS/DNB in broad specialty 

subjects as provided in Table 

4.A  

i. As Associate Professor for three years in the 

subjects as mentioned in Table 4.A in a 

permitted/ recognized/ medical college/ 

institution. 

ii. Special training for three years in the 

respective new broad specialty subject   in a 

teaching Institution/Centre of Excellence with 

dedicated service in that specialty.  
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Posts Academic Qualifications Teaching and Research Experience 

iii. Should have at least four Research 

publications (at least two as Associate 

Professor) [only original papers, meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, and case series 

that are published in journals included in 

Medline, PubMed, Central Science Citation 

Index, Science Citation Index, Expanded 

Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open Access 

Journals (DoAJ) will be considered].  

iv. Should have completed the NMC recognized 

basic course in Medical Education 

Technology. 

v. Should have completed the basic course in 

Biomedical Research from Institution(s) 

designated by NMC. 

Associate 

Professor  

MD/MS/DNB in the concerned 

subject  

OR 

During Transition Period 

MD/MS/DNB in broad specialty 

as provided in Table 4.A . 

i. As Assistant Professor for four years in the 

subject as mentioned in Table 4.A in a 

permitted/recognized medical college/ 

institution. 

ii. Special training for three years in the 

respective new broad specialty subject in a 

teaching Institution/Centre of Excellence with 

dedicated service in that specialty.   

iii. Should have at least two Research 

publications [only original papers, meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, and case series 

that are published in journals included in 

Medline, Pubmed, Central  Science Citation 

Index,  Science Citation Index, Expanded  

Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open Access 

Journals (DoAJ) will be considered].  

iv. Should have completed the basic course in 

Medical Education Technology from 

Institutions designated by NMC. 

v. Should have completed the basic course in 

Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

Assistant 

Professor  

MD/MS/DNB in the concerned 

subject 

OR 

During Transition period 

MD/MS/DNB in Broad 

specialty as provided in  

Table 4.A    

Special training for three years in the respective 

new broad specialty subject in a teaching 

Institution/Centre of Excellence with dedicated 

service in that specialty.   

Senior Resident 

(Medical 

Postgraduates) 

Tutors 

Senior Resident is one who is doing his residency in the concerned department after 

obtaining Medical Postgraduate degree (MD/MS/DNB). 

Non-medical Postgraduates with MSc (Medical) degree shall be called Tutors in 

whichever departments they are working.   



32  THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY    [PART III—SEC.4] 

 

Posts Academic Qualifications Teaching and Research Experience 

(Non-Medical 

Postgraduates) 

The posts of Senior Resident and Tutor are tenured positions not exceeding 3 years. 

The graduate must be below 45 years of age at the time of initial appointment. 

The posts of tenured Senior Residents and Tutors are not faculty positions.  

All other designations practiced earlier stands deleted.   

However, existing Tutors/Demonstrators/Registrars appointed on permanent basis 

shall be renamed as Senior Residents and Tutors, as the case may be, and continue to 

work till superannuation.  

The conditions mentioned above shall not be applicable to Senior 

Residents/Tutors/Demonstrators/Registrars who are appointed on permanent basis 

before the notification of these Regulations.    

 

Table 2.  Norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion in the Department of Dentistry in a 

Medical College 

Posts Academic 

Qualification 

Teaching & Research Experience 

Professor  MDS i. Associate Professor in the subject for three years in a permitted/ 

recognized medical/dental college/institution  

ii. Should have at least four Research  publications (at least two as 

Associate Professor) [only original papers, meta-analysis, 

systematic reviews, and case series that are published in 

journals included in Medline, PubMed, Central Science 

Citation Index, Science Citation Index, Expanded Embase, 

Scopus, Directory of Open Access Journals (DoAJ) will be 

considered].   

iii. Should have completed the basic course in Medical Education 

Technology from Institutions designated by NMC. 

iv. Should have completed the basic course in Biomedical 

Research from Institutions designated by NMC. 

Associate 

Professor  

M.D.S. i.  As Assistant Professor in the subject for four years in a 

permitted/  recognized medical/ dental college/ institution. 

ii. Should have at least two Research publications [only original 

papers, meta-analysis, systematic reviews, and case series that 

are published in journals included in Medline, PubMed, 

Central Science Citation Index, Science Citation Index, 

Expanded Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open Access Journals 

(DoAJ) will be considered].  

iii.  Should have completed the basic course in Medical Education 

Technology from Institutions designated by NMC. 

iv.  Should have completed the basic course in Biomedical 

Research from Institutions designated by NMC. 

Asst. Professor M.D.S.  One year as Senior Resident/Registrar/Tutor in the concerned 

subject in a recognized/Permitted medical/dental college after 

acquiring MDS Degree.  

Senior Resident 

 

 

M.D.S. 

 Senior Resident is one who is doing his residency in Dentistry 

after obtaining MDS degree.  

 The post of senior resident is a tenured position not exceeding 
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Posts Academic 

Qualification 

Teaching & Research Experience 

3 years. The graduate must be below 45 years of age at the 

time of initial appointment 

 

Table 3 A.  Norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion in Super Specialties (DM/MCh) 

wherein the Super Specialty Course is established by erstwhile MCI and is 

functioning for more than Ten years.  

Posts Academic Qualifications Teaching and Research Experience 

Professor   DM/MCh/DNB in the 

concerned subject  

  

 

i. Associate Professor in the subject for three years 

in a permitted/recognized medical 

college/institution. 

ii. Should have at least four Research publications 

(at least two as Associate Professor) [only 

original papers, meta-analysis, systematic 

reviews, and case series that are published in 

journals included in Medline, PubMed, Central 

Science Citation Index, Science Citation Index, 

Expanded Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open 

Access Journals (DoAJ) will be considered].   

iii. Should have completed the NMC recognized 

basic course in Medical Education Technology. 

iv. Should have completed the basic course in 

Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

Associate 

Professor  

DM/MCh/ DNB in the 

concerned subject  

 

i. As Assistant Professor in the subject for two 

years in a permitted/recognized medical 

college/institution. 

ii. Should have at least two Research publications 

[only original papers, meta-analysis, systematic 

reviews, and case series that are published in 

journals included in Medline, PubMed, Central 

Science Citation Index,  Science Citation Index, 

Expanded Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open 

Access Journals (DoAJ) will be considered]. 

iii. Should have completed the basic course in 

Medical Education Technology from Institutions 

designated by NMC.  

iv. Should have completed the basic course in 

Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

 

Assistant Professor  DM/MCh/ DNB in the 

concerned subject  

 

Senior Resident 

(Super Specialties) 

 DM/MCh student shall be designated as Senior Resident in the concerned subject.  
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Table 3 B.  Norms for Faculty Appointment and Promotion in Super Specialties (DM/MCh) 

wherein the Super Specialty Course is established by erstwhile MCI and is functional 

for less than Ten years and also for new courses proposed to be started by National 

Medical Commission.  

Posts Academic Qualifications Teaching and Research Experience 

Professor   DM/MCh./DNB in the concerned 

subject  

OR 

During Transition period   

 

MD/MS/DNB in the concerned 

Broad specialty subject as provided 

in Table 4.B. 

i. Associate Professor for three years in the 

subject as mentioned in Table 4.B in a 

permitted/ recognized medical college/ 

institution. 

ii. Special Training for three years in the 

respective new Super Specialty subject in 

a teaching Institution/Centre of 

Excellence with dedicated service in that 

specialty. 

iii. Should have at least four Research 

publications (at least two as Associate 

Professor) [only original papers, meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, and case 

series that are published in journals 

included in Medline, PubMed, Central 

Science Citation Index, Science Citation 

Index, Expanded Embase, Scopus, 

Directory of Open Access Journals 

(DoAJ) will be considered].  

iv. Should have completed the NMC 

recognized basic course in Medical 

Education Technology. 

v. Should have completed the basic course 

in Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

Associate 

Professor   

DM/MCh/ DNB in the concerned 

subject  

OR 

During Transition  period 

MD/MS/DNB in concerned Broad 

specialty subject as provided in 

Table 4.B  

i. As Assistant Professor for two years in 

the subject as mentioned in Table 4.B in 

a permitted/recognized medical college/ 

institution. 

ii. Special Training for three years in 

respective new Super Specialty 

department in a teaching 

Institution/Centre of Excellence with 

dedicated service in that specialty. 

iii. Should have at least two Research 

publications [only original papers, meta-

analysis, systematic reviews, and case 

series that are published in journals 

included in Medline, PubMed, Central 

Science Citation Index,  Science Citation 

Index, Expanded Embase, Scopus, 

Directory of Open Access Journals 

(DoAJ) will be considered].  

iv.  Should have completed the basic course 

in Medical Education Technology from 

Institutions designated by NMC. 
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Posts Academic Qualifications Teaching and Research Experience 

v.  Should have completed the basic course 

in Biomedical Research from Institutions 

designated by NMC. 

Assistant 

Professor  

DM/MCh/DNB in the concerned 

subject  

OR 

During Transition  period 

MD/MS/DNB in the concerned 

Broad specialty subject as provided 

in Table 4.B. 

Special Training for three years in the 

respective new Super Specialty subject  in a 

teaching Institution/Centre of Excellence with 

dedicated service in that specialty 

Senior 

Resident 

(Super 

Specialties) 

Registered to pursue DM/MCh in the concerned subject.  

OR 

MD/MS/DNB qualified graduates in the concerned broad specialty.  This post of senior 

resident is a tenured position not exceeding 3 years. The graduate must be below 45 

years of age at the time of initial appointment. 

 

7.  Appointment of Faculty during transition period  

7.1 The academic qualification for any new broad specialty or super specialty shall be the one shown 

at the time of notifying the new specialty. Persons appointed on the basis of the entry level 

qualification shall be eligible for promotion to the higher posts. 

7.2 Persons appointed as teaching faculty during the transition period shall be eligible for promotion to 

the post of Associate Professor/ Professor even after the transition period of ten years are over. 

Such person shall also be entitled to hold the teaching position held by him until the age of 70 

years in the same or any other recognized Medical Institution.  

7.3 In the case of Broad Specialty / Super Specialty courses which were newly instituted, relaxation of 

qualification and experience for appointment as faculty during transition period was granted for ten 

years from the date of start of the course by erstwhile Medical Council of India. This relaxation 

ceases to exist for all the existing Broad Specialty / Super Specialty courses on the day they 

completed ten years from the date on which they were started by erstwhile Medical Council of 

India. 

7.4 This relaxation of qualification and experience during transition period mentioned in clause 7.3, 

shall be extended for five more years from the date of notification of this Regulation to all the 

Broad and super specialty courses which were started after 01 January, 2009. This relaxation is not 

applicable to the departments instituted before 2009. 

8.  Norms for Determination of Teaching Designations for Consultants/Specialists employed by 

Central Government or State Governments or Local Self-Government or Public Funded 

Institutions for establishing a Medical College/starting a Postgraduate course 

8.1 New Medical College:  

A non-teaching  Consultant or Specialist,  possessing postgraduate medical degree, working for at 

least two years in the concerned specialty in a minimum 330 bedded non-teaching Government 

Hospital  shall be eligible to be designated as Assistant Professor and be absorbed permanently, if 

that Hospital is being converted into a Government Medical College for imparting undergraduate 

medical education. The subsequent promotions to higher teaching designations would be as per 

these regulations. Provided further that this would only be a one time provision and so absorbed 

teacher should not be transferred from that Institution for five years.  The subsequent appointment 

of any faculty would be as per these regulations. 
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8.2 Stand-alone Postgraduate medical institution: Consultants or specialists having the required 

postgraduate degree and  experience of working in the concerned specialty /super-specialty 

department for a period of not less than 2 years in the institution or hospital, not attached to any 

medical college, where postgraduate teaching is being imparted as per section  9.3 of the 

Postgraduate Medical Education Regulations, 2022, shall be eligible to be equated as an Assistant 

Professor in the department concerned. This has to be confirmed by the affiliating University. The 

subsequent promotions to higher teaching designations would be as per these regulations. 

9. Norms for Determination of Teaching Designations for Consultants/Specialists in Medical 

Institutions of Defence Services 

9.1 Professor: Specialist Medical Officers of the Armed Forces having minimum 8 years teaching 

experience after obtaining the requisite recognized postgraduate qualification in the subject, of 

which at least three years as Associate Professor in a teaching hospital of the Armed Forces, with 

two Research publications as per clause 6, can be considered eligible for appointment as Professor 

in the concerned subject. 

9.2 Associate Professor: Specialist Medical Officer of the Armed Forces having minimum five years 

teaching experience after obtaining the requisite recognized postgraduate qualification in the 

subject, of which at least four years teaching experience as Assistant Professor in a teaching 

hospital of the Armed Forces, with two Research publication as per clause 6, can be considered 

eligible for appointment as Associate Professor in the concerned subject. 

9.3 Assistant Professor: Specialist Medical Officers of the Armed Forces having minimum one year 

teaching experience after possessing requisite recognized post-graduate qualification in the subject, 

can be considered eligible for appointment as Assistant Professor in the concerned subject. 

10.  Visiting Faculty 

With a view to enhance the comprehensiveness and quality of teaching of  Postgraduate students in 

all the departments, Medical Colleges/ Institutions may appoint additional Faculty Members from  

abroad with equivalent qualifications as Visiting Faculty on part time basis. This International 

Visiting faculty shall be over and above the minimum faculty prescribed in the relevant “Minimum 

Requirements for Annual MBBS Admissions Regulations, 2020” and the “Postgraduate Medical 

Education Regulations, 2022”.   

11.  Index of Teaching Specialties. 

11.1 The nomenclature of the specialties/subjects shall be the same as that contained in the Postgraduate 

Medical Education Regulations- 2022. Any addition/deletion of a new specialty in these 

Regulations shall reflect in the corresponding table of these Regulations.  

11.2 The teaching specialties and prior qualification for appointment of Faculty with Medical 

qualifications in the department of a Medical Institution shall be as per Table 4.A for broad 

specialties and Table 4.B for Super Specialties.  

I. List of Departments in Broad Specialty: 

(A) Medical Specialties (MD) 

Sl. No. Broad Specialty 

01 Anatomy 

02 Anesthesiology 

03 Aerospace Medicine 

04 Biochemistry 

05 Community Medicine 

06 Dermatology, Venereology and Leprosy   
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Sl. No. Broad Specialty 

07 Emergency Medicine 

08 Family Medicine 

09 Forensic Medicine and Toxicology 

10 General Medicine 

11 Geriatrics 

12 Community Health Administration  

13 Hospital Administration 

14 Transfusion Medicine 

15 Master of Public Health ( Epidemiology) 

16 Microbiology 

17 Marine Medicine 

18 Nuclear Medicine 

19 Pathology 

20 Palliative Medicine 

21 Paediatrics 

22 Pharmacology 

23 Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

24 Physiology 

25 Psychiatry  

26 Radio-diagnosis 

27 Respiratory Medicine 

28 Radiation Oncology 

 

(B) Surgical broad Specialties (MS) 

Sl.No. Broad Specialty 

1 Oto rhino laryngology-Head and Neck  

2 General Surgery 

3 Ophthalmology 

4 Orthopedics 

5 Obstetrics & Gynecology 

6 Traumatology and Surgery 

 

Table 4.A  Broad Medical Specialties with academic qualifications 

S. 

No. 

Name of the 

Specialty 

Academic 

Qualification 

Method of 

recruitment 

Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period 

1.  Anatomy MD/MS/DNB As per section  Table Not applicable as ten years from 
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S. 

No. 

Name of the 

Specialty 

Academic 

Qualification 

Method of 

recruitment 

Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period 

(Anatomy) 1A and Table 1B 

under section 6  in the 

subject  of Anatomy 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

2.  Anesthesia MD/MS/DNB 

(Anesthesia) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of  

Anaesthesia 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

3.  Aerospace 

Medicine 

MD/DNB 

(Aviation 

Medicine) 

As per Table 1A under 

section 6 in the 

Subject of Aerospace 

Medicine. 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

4.  Biochemistry MD/DNB 

(Biochemistry)  

As per section  Table 

1A and Table 1B 

under section 6  in the 

subject  of 

Biochemistry 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

5.  Community 

Medicine 

MD/DNB 

(Community 

Medicine) 

MD (Community 

Health 

Administration) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Community Medicine 

 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

6.  Dermatology, 

Venereology and 

Leprosy   

MD/DNB (DVL)  As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Dermatology, 

Venereology and 

Leprosy 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

7.  Emergency 

Medicine 

MD/DNB 

(Emergency 

Medicine)  

As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Emergency Medicine 

 

MD/MS/DNB  

1. General Medicine 

2. Anaesthesia 

3. Respiratory Medicine 

4. General Surgery 

5. Orthopaedics 

Notification date: 21.07.2009. 

Hence the relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date of 

the notification of these 

Regulations. 

8.  Family Medicine  MD/DNB 

(Family 

Medicine),  

As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Family 

Medicine 

MD/MS/DNB 

1.  General Medicine 

2.  Pediatrics 

3.  Obstetrics & Gynaecology 

4.  General Surgery  
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The relaxation is extended by 

five years from the date of the 

notification of these 

Regulations. 

9.  Forensic 

Medicine and 

Toxicology 

MD/DNB 

(Forensic 

Medicine & 

Toxicology)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    Forensic 

Medicine & 

Toxicology 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

completed. 

10.  General Medicine MD/DNB 

(General 

Medicine)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   General 

Medicine 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

11.  Geriatrics  

 

MD/DNB 

Geriatrics)  

As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Geriatrics 

 

MD/DNB 

1.  Family Medicine 

2.  General Medicine 

The relaxation is extended by 

five years from the date of the 

notification of these 

Regulations. 

12.  Community 

Health 

Administration  

 

MD (Community 

Health 

Administration) 

MD (Community 

Medicine) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Community Health 

Administration 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

13.  Hospital 

Administration  

MD (Hospital 

Administration)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of Hospital 

Administration 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

14.  Transfusion 

Medicine 

 

MD/DNB 

Transfusion 

Medicine 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Transfusion Medicine 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

15.  Master of Public 

Health   

( Epidemiology) 

MPH (Master of 

Public Health in 

Epidemiology) 

As per Table 1C under 

section 6 in the 

Subject of Master of 

Public Health in 

Epidemiology 

MD/DNB  

Community Medicine 

Notification date: 08.12.2010 

Hence the relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date of 

the notification of these 

Regulations. 

16.  Microbiology MD/DNB 

(Microbiology)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Microbiology 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

17.  Marine Medicine  MD (Marine As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in the 

 MD/DNB  
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Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period 

Medicine)  Subject of   Marine 

Medicine 

 

1.  Physiology 

2.  General Medicine  

Notification date: 06.05.2017.  

Hence the relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date of 

the notification of these 

Regulations. 

18.  Nuclear Medicine MD/DNB 

 (Nuclear 

Medicine)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Nuclear 

Medicine 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

19.  Pathology MD/DNB 

 (Pathology)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Pathology 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

20.  Palliative 

Medicine 

MD/DNB 

(Palliative 

Medicine) 

As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Palliative 

Medicine 

 

MD/DNB  Anesthesiology  

Notification date: 21.07.2009.  

Hence the relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date of 

the notification of these 

Regulations. 

21.  Pediatrics MD/DNB 

(Pediatrics)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Paediatrics  

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

22.  Pharmacology MD/DNB 

(Pharmacology)/ 

MBBS with 

Ph.D. (Med. 

Pharmacology)  

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Pharmacology 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

23.  Physical 

Medicine and 

Rehabilitation   

MD/DNB 

 (Physical 

Medicine and 

Rehabilitation) 

 

As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Physical 

Medicine and 

Rehabilitation 

  

MS/MD/DNB 

1. Medicine with Diploma in 

PMR 

2. General Surgery 

3. Orthopedics.    

The relaxation is extended by 

five years from the date of the 

notification of these Regulations 

24.  Physiology MD/DNB 

(Physiology) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Physiology 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

25.  Psychiatry  MD/DNB 

(Psychiatry) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Psychiatry 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 
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is completed. 

26.  Radio-Diagnosis MD/DNB 

(Radio-

Diagnosis) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Radio-

Diagnosis 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

27.  Respiratory 

Medicine 

MD/DNB 

(Respiratory 

Medicine) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   

Respiratory Medicine 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

28.  Radiation 

Oncology 

MD/DNB 

(Radiation 

Oncology)   

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of   Radiation 

Oncology 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

29.  Dentistry MDS As per  Table 2  under 

section 6 in the 

Subject of   Dentistry 

Not applicable as ten years from 

the date of notification to start 

the course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

 

 Table 4.A    Surgical Broad Specialties with Academic qualifications: 

S. 

No. 

Name of the 

Specialty 

Academic Qualification Method of 

recruitment 

Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period 

1 Oto-rhino-

laryngology-

Head and Neck 

MS/DNB (Oto-Rhino-

Laryngology) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of   Oto-

Rhino-Laryngology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification to 

start the course from erstwhile 

MCI is completed. 

2 General 

Surgery 

MS/DNB (General 

Surgery) 

As per Table 1A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of 

General Surgery.   

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification to 

start the course from erstwhile 

MCI is completed. 

3 Ophthalmology MS/MD/DNB 

(Ophthalmology) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of   

Ophthalmology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification to 

start the course from erstwhile 

MCI is completed. 

4 Orthopedics MS/DNB (Orthopedics) As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of   

Orthopaedics 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification to 

start the course from erstwhile 

MCI is completed. 

5 Obstetrics and 

Gynecology 

MD/MS/DNB(Obstetrics 

& Gynecology) 

As per  Table 1A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of   

Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology 

Not Applicable Not applicable 

as ten years from the date of 

notification to start the course 

from erstwhile MCI is 

completed. 

6 Traumatology 

and Surgery 

MS/DNB (Traumatology 

and Surgery)  

As per  Table 1C 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of   

Traumatology and 

Surgery 

MD/MS/DNB  

1. General Surgery 

2. Orthopaedics  

Notification 
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Academic Qualification Method of 

recruitment 

Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period 

No.MCI.18(1)/2010-

Med./45048 dated 08.12.2010 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification of 

these Regulations. 

 

II. List of Departments in Super Specialty: 

(A) Medical Super Specialty Departments (DM) 

S. No. Name of the Specialty 

1.  Cardiology 

2.  Cardiac Anesthesia 

3.  Clinical Immunology and Rheumatology 

4.  Clinical Hematology 

5.  Critical Care Medicine 

6.  Endocrinology 

7.  Hepatology 

8.  Interventional Radiology 

9.  Medical Gastroenterology 

10.  Medical Genetics  

11.  Medical Oncology 

12.  Neonatology  

13.  Nephrology  

14.  Neuro-anesthesia 

15.  Neurology 

16.  Pediatric Cardiology  

17.  Pediatric Gastroenterology 

18.  Pediatric   Neurology 

19.  Pediatric Oncology 

20.  Pediatric Hepatology 

21.  Pediatric Nephrology 

22.  Pediatric and Neonatal Anesthesia 

23.  Pulmonary Medicine  

24.  Virology 

 

(B) Surgical Super Specialty Departments (MCh) 

S. No. Name of the Specialty 

1 Cardiac Surgery 

2 Gynecological Oncology 

3 Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Surgery 
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S. No. Name of the Specialty 

4 Head and Neck Surgery 

5 Neuro-Surgery 

6 Pediatric Surgery  

7 Pediatric Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery 

8 Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 

9 Surgical Oncology 

10 Surgical Gastroenterology 

11 Thoracic Surgery 

12 Urology 

13 Vascular Surgery 

 

Table 4.B  Medical Super Specialties with Academic qualifications: 

S. 

No. 

Name of the 

Specialty 

Academic 

Qualification 

Method of 

Recruitment 

Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period  

1 Cardiology DM/DNB 

(Cardiology) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    

Cardiology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

2 Cardiac 

Anesthesia 

DM/DNB (Cardiac 

Anesthesiology)   

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    Cardiac 

Anaesthesia 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

3 Clinical 

Immunology and 

Rheumatology 

DM in Clinical 

Immunology and 

Rheumatology 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Clinical 

Immunology and 

Rheumatology 

MD/DNB  

1. General Medicine 

2.  Pediatrics 

The relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date 

of the notification of these 

Regulations 

4 Clinical 

Haematology 

DM/DNB (Clinical 

Haematology 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    Clinical 

Haematology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

5  Critical Care 

Medicine  

DM/DNB (Critical 

Care Medicine)   

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Critical care 

Medicine 

MD/DNB 

1. Anaesthesiology 

2. General Medicine 

3. Respiratory 

    Medicine 

4. Emergency Medicine 

5. DM in Pulmonary 

    Medicine  

Notification 

No.MCI.18(1)/2010-

Med./45048 dated 

08.12.2010 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 
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of these Regulations. 

6 Endocrinology  DM/DNB 

(Endocrinology) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    

Endocrinology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

7 Hepatology DM (Hepatology) As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Hepatology 

 

DM/DNB 

1. Gastroenterology 

2. General Medicine  

The  relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date 

of the notification of these 

Regulations. 

8 Interventional 

Radiology 

DM  

(Interventional 

Radiology) 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Interventional 

Radiology 

 

MD/DNB 

Radio Diagnosis  

The relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date 

of the notification of these 

Regulations. 

9 Medical 

Gastroenterology 

DM/DNB 

(Gastroenterology)  

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    

Gastroenterology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

10 Medical 

Genetics  

DM/DNB (Medical 

Genetics)  

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Medical Genetics 

 

MD/DNB  

1.General Medicine 

2.Paediatrics 

3.Obstetrics and   

Gynaecology 

The relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date 

of the notification of these 

Regulations. 

11 Medical 

Oncology 

DM/DNB 

 (Medical Oncology) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    Medical 

Oncology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

12 Neonatology  DM/DNB 

(Neonatology)  

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    

Neonatology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

13 Nephrology  DM/DNB 

(Nephrology)  

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    

Nephrology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

14 Neuro-anesthesia DM/DNB  

(Neuro-anesthesia) 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Neuro-anesthesia 

MD/DNB 

 Anaesthesia  

Notification 

No.MCI.18(1)/2010-

Med./45048 dated 

08.12.2010 
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Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

15 Neurology DM/DNB 

(Neurology) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in the 

Subject of    

Neurology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

16 Pediatric 

Cardiology  

DM/DNB  

(Pediatric 

Cardiology)  

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Paediatric 

Cardiology 

  

MD/DNB Paediatrics  

Notification date:21.07.2009 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

17 Pediatric 

Gastroenterology 

DM 

 (Pediatric 

Gastroenterology)  

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Paediatric 

Gastroenterology 

  

MD/DNB Paediatrics  

Notification date: 

21.07.2009 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

18 Pediatric 

Neurology 

DM/DNB (Pediatric 

Neurology) 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Pediatric 

Neurology 

  

MD/DNB Paediatrics  

Notification date: 

21.07.2009 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

19 Pediatric 

Oncology 

DM  

(Pediatric Oncology)  

 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Paediatric 

Oncology 

  

MD/DNB Paediatrics  

Notification date: 

08.12.2010 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

20 Pediatric 

Hepatology 

 

 

 

 

DM/DNB (Pediatric 

Hepatology) 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Paediatric 

Hepatology 

  

MD/DNB Paediatrics  

Notification date: 

09.12.2009 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

21 Pediatric 

Nephrology 

DM (Pediatric 

Nephrology) 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Paediatric 

Nephrology 

MD/DNB Paediatrics  

Notification no: 

MCI.18(1)/2010-Med/45048 

dated: 08.12.2010 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 
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of these Regulations 

22 Pediatric and 

Neonatal 

Anesthesia 

DM in Pediatric and 

Neonatal Anesthesia 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Paediatric and 

Neonatal Anaesthesia  

MD/DNB in Anesthesia   

Notification date: 

24.04.2012 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

23 Pulmonary 

Medicine  

DM/DNB 

(Pulmonary 

Medicine) 

As per  Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of    Pulmonary 

Medicine 

  

MD/DNB 

1. Respiratory Medicine 

2.General Medicine 

3.Paediatrics  

Notification date: 

21.07.2009 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

24 Virology DM (Virology).  As per Table 3B under 

section 6 in the Subject 

of     Virology. 

 

MD/DNB  

 Microbiology  

Notification 

No.MCI.18(1)/2010-

Med./45048 dated 

08.12.2010 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations 

 

Table 4.B Surgical Super Specialty with Academic qualifications:  

S. 

No. 

Name of the 

Specialty 

Academic 

Qualification 

Method of 

Recruitment  

Academic Qualifications 

during Transition period  

1 Cardiac  Surgery M.Ch/DNB (Cardio  

Surgery)  

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Cardio Vascular 

and Thoracic 

Surgery 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of 

notification to start the 

course from erstwhile MCI 

is completed. 

2 Gynecological 

Oncology 

M.Ch/DNB 

(Gynecological 

Oncology)  

 

As per  Table 3B 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Gynaecological 

Oncology 

  

MD/MS/DNB  Obstetrics 

and Gynaecology. 

The relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date 

of the notification of these 

Regulations 

3 Hepato-Pancreato-

Biliary Surgery 

 

M.Ch. (HPB Surgery).  

 

As per  Table 3B 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Hepato-Pancreato-

1. MCh/DNB Surgical 

Gastroenterology 

2. MS / DNB General 
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Biliary Surgery 

  

Surgery  

Notification date: 

 09.12.2009 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations. 

4 Head and Neck 

Surgery 

M.Ch/DNB 

 (Head and Neck 

Surgery) 

As per  Table 3B 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    of 

Head and Neck 

Surgery 

  

MS/DNB  

1.General Surgery 

2. Otorhinolaryngology  

Notification date: 

21.02.2012 

Hence the relaxation is 

extended by five years from 

the date of the notification 

of these Regulations. 

5 Neuro-Surgery  M.Ch/DNB 

 (Neuro Surgery)  

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Neuro-Surgery 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

6 Pediatric Surgery  M.Ch/DNB 

(Paediatric Surgery)  

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Paediatric Surgery 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

7 Pediatric 

Cardiothoracic and 

Vascular Surgery 

M.Ch/DNB Pediatric 

Cardiothoracic and 

Vascular Surgery 

As per  Table 3B 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Paediatric 

Cardiothoracic and 

Vascular Surgery 

1. MCh/DNB    

Cardiovascular Surgery 

2. MS/DNB in General 

Surgery. 

Notification date: 

21.07.2009 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

8 Plastic & 

Reconstructive 

Surgery  

M.Ch/DNB (Plastic & 

Reconstructive 

Surgery) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Plastic & 

Reconstructive 

Surgery 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

9 Surgical Oncology M.Ch./DNB (Surgical 

Oncology) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of     

Surgical Oncology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

10 Surgical 

Gastroenterology 

M.Ch/DNB  

(Surgical 

Gastroenterology)   

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Surgical Gastro 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 
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Enterology erstwhile MCI is completed. 

11 Thoracic Surgery M.Ch  

(Thoracic Surgery) 

As per  Table 3B 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Thoracic Surgery 

  

1.MCh/DNB  

Cardiothoracic Surgery 

2. MS/DNB in General 

Surgery 

The relaxation is extended 

by five years from the date 

of the notification of these 

Regulations. 

12 Urology M.Ch/DNB (Urology) As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Urology 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

13 Vascular Surgery M.Ch./DNB (Vascular 

Surgery) 

As per  Table 3A 

under section 6 in 

the Subject of    

Vascular Surgery 

Notification date: 

06.10.2001 

Not applicable as ten years 

from the date of notification 

to start the course from 

erstwhile MCI is completed. 

 

12.  General Norms regarding Foreign Postgraduate Qualifications for Equivalence 

12.1 In the case of a person with Postgraduate medical qualifications awarded in United Kingdom, 

United States of America, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, his qualifications can be 

considered as equivalent qualifications with MD/MS/DM/MCh, as the case may be, if he fulfils the 

following criteria in those countries. 

 United Kingdom: He should have completed Certificate of Completion of Specialist Training 

(CCST) or equivalent training with final FRCS/FRCP degree and registered in that country to 

practice in that specialty.    

 United States of America and Canada: He should have MD qualification with Residency 

Training Certificate in the relevant specialty in USA. For Super specialties, successful completion 

of Residency Training Programme along with completion of accredited Fellowship programme in 

the relevant super specialty is essential.  

  Australia and New Zealand: He should have completed supervised training programme 

culminating in the Fellowship of the respective Specialty (FRACS/FRACP). For Super Specialties, 

minimum two years of supervised sub specialty Fellowship programme in the respective Sub 

Specialty is essential.   

12.2  He should have done his complete duration of training in those countries and be registered there to 

practice in that specialty.   

12.3  In such cases he will be eligible for the post of Assistant Professor in the respective department and 

his subsequent promotions would be as per Teachers “Eligibility Qualifications in Medical 

Institutions Regulations – 2022”. 

12.4  Other qualifications will be evaluated by the NMC as and when reference is received.    
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13.   Appeal  

            A teacher may apply to the National Medical Commission through the concerned Head of the 

Institution and University for determination of his eligibility for a teaching position in a Medical 

Institution in the case of ambiguity and controversy.    

14.  Saving Clause  

Notwithstanding anything contained in these Regulations, any appointment made under the 

Minimum Qualifications for Teachers in Medical Institution Regulations, 1998 or the 

recommendation of the Councils prior to that, shall be protected.   

15. Provision to amend the Teachers Eligibility Qualifications in Medical Institutions 

Regulations - 2022 

        National Medical Commission is empowered to make any addition, deletion, substitution or any 

other amendment to “Teachers Eligibility Qualifications in Medical Institutions Regulations – 

2022”, as and when required.  

16.  Repeal: The “Minimum Qualifications for Teachers in Medical Institution Regulations, 1998” is 

hereby repealed. 

Dr. SANDHYA BHULLAR, Secy. 

 [ADVT.-III/4/Exty./657/2021-22] 
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1                 W.P.(MD)No.4882 of 2023 etc.,

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED: 23.03.2023

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE G.R.SWAMINATHAN

WP(MD)Nos.4882,  5503, 5721, 5918, 6049 of 2023
and

W.M.P.(MD)Nos.4561, 4563, 4565, 5122, 5123, 5326, 5330, 5331, 5334, 
5506, 5507, 5704, 5706, 5708, 5709 of 2023

In WP(MD)No.4882 of 2023 : - 

1.Vetriselvi

2.Bhuvaneshwari               ... Petitioners

Vs.

1.The Member Secretary,
   Medical Services Recruitment Board,
   Government of Tamilnadu,
   359, Anna Salai, Chennai – 06.

2.The Secretary,  Health Department,
   Government of Tamilnadu,  Chennai.

3.The Union of India,
   Represented by its Secretary,
   Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
   Government of India,  New Delhi.         ... Respondents

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 

to issue a Writ of  Certiorarified Mandamus, to call for the records of the 

impugned  selection  list  of  the  1st respondent  in  Notification  No.

02/MRB/2021 dated 16/02/23 and quash the same and further directing the 
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1st  respondent  to  publish  a  fresh  selection  list  by  considering  the 

candidature of the petitioners.

For Petitioners : Mr.G.Prabhu Rajadurai

For R-1 : Mr.R.Baskaran
   Additional Advocate General 
  Assisted by Mr.M.Mohamed Mohideen
   

For R-2 : Mr.G.Suriyananth,
    Addl. Government Pleader.

For R3 : Mr.J.Alaguram Jothi,
    Senior Panel Counsel.

In WP(MD)No.5503 of 2023 : - 

Archana         ... Petitioner

Vs.

1.The Member Secretary,
   Medical Services Recruitment Board,
   Government of Tamilnadu,
   359, Anna Salai, Chennai – 06.

2.The Secretary,  Health Department,
   Government of Tamilnadu,  Chennai.

3.The Union of India,  Represented by its Secretary,
   Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
   Government of India,
   New Delhi.                ... Respondents
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Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India to 

issue  a  Writ  of  Certiorarified  Mandamus  to  call  for  the  records  of  the 

impugned  selection  list  of  the  1st  respondent  in  Notification  No.

02/MRB/2021 dated 16/02/23 and quash the same and further directing the 

1st  respondent  to  publish  a  fresh  Selection  list  by  considering  the 

candidature of the petitioner.

For Petitioner : Mr.G.Prabhu Rajadurai

For R-1 : Mr.R.Baskaran
  Additional Advocate General 
  Assisted by Mr.M.Mohamed Mohideen,

For R-2 : Mr.T.Villavankothai,
    Addl. Government Pleader.

For R3 : Mr.S.Jeyasingh,
    Senior Panel Counsel.

In WP(MD)No.5918 of 2023 : - 

Muthu Karthikeyan       ... Petitioner

Vs.

1.The Member Secretary,
   Medical Services Recruitment Board,
   Government of Tamilnadu,
   359, Anna Salai, Chennai – 06.

2.The Secretary,  Health Department,
   Government of Tamilnadu,  Chennai.

3.The Union of India,
   Represented by its Secretary,
   Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
   Government of India,  New Delhi.

4.E.Vimalraj                        ... Respondents
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Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 

to issue a Writ of  Certiorarified Mandamus, to call for the records of the 

impugned provisional selection list of the 1st respondent in Notification No.

02/MRB/2021 dated 13/03/23 and quash the same and further directing the 

1st respondent  to  publish  a  fresh  Selection  list  by  considering  the 

candidature of the petitioner.

For Petitioner : Mr.G.Prabhu Rajadurai

For R-1 : Mr.A.Baskaran,
  Additional Advocate General,
  Assisted by M.Mohamed Mohideen,

For R-2 : Mr.K.Balasubramani,
    Spl. Government Pleader.

For R3 : Mr.K.Govindarajan,
    Deputy Solicitor General of India

In WP(MD)No.5721 of 2023 : - 

1.I.S.Gnanavel 

2.S.Winston Churchill     ... Petitioners

vs.

1.The Member Secretary,
   Medical Services Recruitment Board,
   7th Floor, DMS Building,
   359, Anna Salai, Chennai – 06.

2.The Secretary, Health and Family Welfare ,
   Roon No.156A, Nirmal Bhawan,
   New Delhi – 110011.
3.The Secretary,  Ministry of Ayush,
   Ayush Bhawan, B-Block,
   GPO Complex, INA, New Delhi – 110 023.
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4.The Director (Regulations),
   Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India,  FDA Bhawan, Kolta Road, 
   New Delhi -  110 002.                            ... Respondents

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 

to issue a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus calling for the entire records of 

the 1st respondent pertaining to the impugned list of candidates published 

on 13.03.2023 by the 1st respondent,  relating to the post  of Food Safety 

Officer  in  connection  with  the  selection  process  for  the  notification  no.

02/MRB/2021 published on 13.03.2023 by the 1st   respondent for the posts 

of Food Safety Officer quash the same as illegal and direct the respondent 

to allow only the candidate those who have completed their education i.e 

1st  to  10th  Std,  12th Std,  Bachelors  of  Siddha  Medicine  and  Surgery 

(BSMS) Degree  through tamil medium  to avail PSTM quota, including 

the  petitioners  and  proceed  with  the  selection  based   on  such  new list, 

within the stipulated time period and pass such further or other orders as 

this Court may deem fit and proper for the circumstances of  the case and 

thus render justice. 

For Petitioner : Mr.G.Sakthi Rao

For R-1 : Mr.R.Baskaran,
  Additional Advocate General,
  Assisted by M.Mohamed Mohideen,

For R-2 : Mr.K.Balasubramani,
    Special Government Pleader.

For R3 to R5 : Mr.R.Arjunarajan 
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In WP(MD)No.6049 of 2023 : - 

1.K.Venkatesan

2.S.Karthi ... Petitioners

vs.

The Member Secretary,
Medical Services Recruitment Board,
7th Floor, DMS Building,
359, Anna Salai, Chennai – 06.                              ... Respondent

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, 

to issue a Writ of Certiorarified Mandamus calling for the entire records of 

the respondent pertaining to the impugned list of candidates published on 

13.03.2023 by the 1st respondent, relating to the post of Food Safety Officer 

in  connection  with  the  selection  process  for  the  notification  no.

02/MRB/2021 published on 13.03.2023 by the 1st   respondent for the post 

of Food Safety Officer quash the same as illegal and direct the respondent 

to allow only the candidate those who have completed their education i.e 1st 

to 10th  Std, 12th Std, Bachelors of Siddha Medicine and Surgery (BSMS) 

Degree   through  tamil  medium   to  avail  PSTM  quota,  including  the 

petitioners and proceed with the selection based  on such new list, within 

the stipulated time period and pass such further or other orders as this Court 

may deem fit and proper for the circumstances of  the case and thus render 

justice. 

For Petitioner : Mr.G.Sakthi Rao

For Respondent : Mr.R.Baskaran,
  Additional Advocate General,
  Assisted by M.Mohamed Mohideen,

6/21
https://www.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis



7                 W.P.(MD)No.4882 of 2023 etc.,

COMMON ORDER

Shiv Visvanathan's “The Necessity of Knowledge  Panchayats” 

published in the centre page of today's “The New Indian Express” looks at 

cognitive justice as dialogue among different systems of knowledge.   The 

illustrious essayist is Nobel laureate S.Chandrasekhar's nephew.  Should a 

tribal be considered a repository of botanical knowledge of trees and plants 

helping maintain the diversity or treated as illiterate and ignorant?.  The 

article  refers  to  indigenista  movement  in  Brazil.   The  linear  idea  of 

development has to give way to cyclical and cosmological time.   

The  author's  thoughts  found  resonance  in  me  because  I  have 

already  read  and  re-read  Ashis  Nandy's  'Alternative  sciences'  which 

analyses aspects of the lives of two Indian pioneers of science: physicist 

and plant physiologist Jagadis Chandra Bose and mathematician Srinivasa 

Ramanujan.   I was also reminded of Nammalvar who passed away recently 

and  who  was  respected  more  than  any  agro-scientist  having  university 

degree.  

2.Shiv Visvanathan and Ashis Nandy have helped me to resolve 

the  issue  of  interpretation  raised  in  these  writ  petitions.    Justice 
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Markandeya Katju used to rhetorically ask : Why only Maxwell, why not 

Mimamsa?.   I  wish  to  add  respectfully  that  solutions  to  knotty  legal 

problems can lie in the intersectional region of law and  philosophy.  

3.Medical  Services  Recruitment  Board  (MRB),  Chennai  issued 

notification  calling  for  applications  from  eligible  candidates  for  direct 

recruitment to the post of Food Safety Officer on temporary basis in Tamil 

Nadu Food Safety and Drug Administration Department.  The petitioners 

are holders of degree in Siddha medicine.  They are medical practitioners. 

The applications submitted by the petitioners were accepted and they were 

issued  with  hall  tickets.  They  wrote  the  written  examination  held  on 

20.12.2022.   However, the selection list published by the Board did not 

contain their names.  They came to know that graduates in Siddha medicine 

were not considered.   That led to the filing of these writ petitions.  

4.The learned counsel appearing for the writ petitioners reiterated 

all  the contentions set out  in the affidavits  filed in support of these writ 

petitions.   They called  upon  this  Court  to  quash  the  impugned  list  and 

direct  the  board  to  publish  a  fresh  selection  list  by  considering  the 

candidature of the petitioners.    
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5.The  Board  has  filed  its  counter  affidavit.   The  learned 

Additional Advocate General appearing for the State as well as the Deputy 

Solicitor General of India appearing for the Central Government submitted 

that the issue now raised was considered by other High Courts already and 

that  in the light  of the orders  passed by them, the present  writ  petitions 

deserve to be dismissed.  

6.I carefully considered the rival contentions.   The educational 

qualification prescribed for the post of Food Safety Officer is as follows :

 “A Bachelor's degree in Food Technology or Dairy 
Technology    or  Biotechnology  or  Oil  Technology  or 
Agricultural  Science  or  Veterinary  Sciences  or  Bio-
Chemistry or Microbiology or Master's Degree in Chemistry 
or  a  Bachelor's  degree  in  medicine  from  a  University 
recognised by the University Grants Commission.”

The stand of the respondents is that “Bachelor's degree in medicine” would 

refer  only to modern scientific  medicine in all  its  branches and includes 

surgery and obstetrics. According to them, it refers to MBBS degree and 

not  other  systems  of  medicine  such  as  Siddha.    The  Food  Safety  and 

Standards  Authority  of  India  have  issued  clarification  in  this  regard  on 

12.10.2022.  

7.The clarification provided by the said Authority is as follows :
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The  above  clarification  only  reiterates  the  position  laid  down  by  the 

Hon'ble Allahabad High Court. What has been produced before me is only 

a copy of the interim order dated 27.01.2015 in Writ Application No.2754 

of  2015.    It  was  argued  before  the  learned  Judge  that  the  expression 

“Degree of medicine” would include other systems of medicine as defined 

under Section 2(e) of the Indian Medicine Central Council Act, 1970 and 

under Section 2(d) of the Homeopathy Central Council Act, 1973.    The 

learned Judge  noted  that  the  Food  Safety  and Standards  Act,  2006  was 

enacted by the Parliament and the Food Safety Rules were framed by the 

Central  Government.   All  the  statutes  are  Central  enactments  and 

“medicine” has been defined only under the Medical Council  Act, 1956. 

Therefore,  the  definition  set  out  in  the  2006  FSSA  Act  should  be 

understood in the light  of  the definition found in the 1956 Act.     The 

reasoning of the learned Judge is found in the following paragraphs : 

“Had the Central Government intended to include 

other systems of medicines, within the meaning of 'degree of 

medicine' as defined under the Food Safety Rules, the same 

would have been clarified.  The degree in 'Indian Medicine' 

or 'Homeopathy' cannot be said to be 'degree in medicine' or 

its equivalent. 

Since  the  rule  is  unambiguous  and  clearly  states 

'degree in medicine' and does not include  any other system 
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of medicine, it would not be proper for this court to include 

or read any other degree awarded by the councils under other 

Acts  referred  above  into  the  definition  of  'medicine'. 

Medicine is defined only under the Indian Medical Council 

Act 1956 and not in the other enactments dealing with Indian 

Medicine  viz.  Indian  Medicine  Council  Act  1970  and 

Homeopathy  Act  1973,  this  is  also  evident  from  the 

qualification/degree  as  specified  in  the  Schedule  of  the 

respective Acts.”

The aforesaid order is entitled to great respect but it is not binding on me. 

It is only an interim order. No final order has been produced before me.  An 

interim order cannot have any precedential value.   

8.The  learned  Additional  Advocate  General  as  well  as  the 

Dy.Solicitor General of India contended that the essential qualification for 

appointment  to  a  post  is  a  matter  to  be  exclusively  dealt  with  by  the 

employer  and  that  the  writ  court  ought  not  to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

Reliance is placed on the decision of the Division Bench of the Rajasthan 

High Court reported in  2020 (2) RlW 1352 (Rajnish Sharma v. State of  

Rajasthan).  Though this case related to the post of Food Safety Officer, 

the propositions laid down therein do not have any bearing on the question 

raised in these writ petitions.      
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9.Section  2(f)  of  The  Indian  Medical  Council  Act,  1956  is  as 

follows : 

“'medicine'  means  modern  scientific 

medicine in all its branches and includes surgery and 

obstetrics,  but  does  not  include  veterinary  medicine 

and surgery”.

The National  Medical  Commission Act,  2019 also retains the very same 

definition as is evident from Section 2(j) thereof.

10.Section 37 of FSSAI Act 2006 is as follows : 

“37.Food  Safety  Officer.  (1)  The  Commissioner  of 

Food Safety shall,  by notification,  appoint  such  persons  as  he 

thinks  fit,  having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Central 

Government, as Food Safety Officers for such local areas as he 

may assign to them for the purpose of performing functions under 

this Act and the rules and regulations made thereunder. 

(2) The State Government may authorise any officer of 

the State Government having the qualifications prescribed under 

sub-section (1) to perform the functions of a Food Safety Officer 

within a specified jurisdiction.”

Rule  2.1.3  of  Food  Safety  and  Standards  Rules,  2011  sets  out  the 

qualification for Food Safety Officer. It is as follows : 
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“1. Qualification:  Food Safety Officer  shall  be a 

whole time officer and shall, on the date on which he is so 

appointed possesses the following: 

(i)  a  degree  in  Food  Technology  or  Dairy 

Technology  or  Biotechnology  or  Oil  Technology  or 

Agricultural  Science  or  Veterinary  Sciences  or  Bio-

Chemistry or Microbiology or Masters Degree in Chemistry 

or degree in medicine from a recognized University, or 

(ii)  any other  equivalent/recognized  qualification 

notified by the Central Government, and 

(iii)  has  successfully  completed  training  as 

specified by the Food Authority in a recognized institute or 

Institution approved for the purpose. 

Provided that no person who has any financial interest in the 

manufacture, import or sale of any article of food shall  be 

appointed to be a Food Safety Officer under this rule.”

The stand of the respondents is that the definition of the term “medicine” as 

found in  Section  2(f)  of  the  Indian  Medical  Council  Act,  1956 must  be 

imported into the aforesaid Rule prescribing qualification for the post  of 

Food Safety Officer.    The stand of the petitioners is that a wider meaning 

should be given and that the term “medicine” set out in Rule 2.1.3 of FSS 

Rules, 2011 would include Indian system of medicine also.   
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11.The definition set out in Central Act 102 of 1956 is technical. 

If the FSS Act, 2006 and the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 are in pari 

materia or if there is a broad overlap of the statutory schemes underlying 

them, then, the definition found in the earlier Act can be imported into the 

later  Act.    That  is  clearly  not  the  case  here.  Central  Act  102  of  1956 

provides  for  the  reconstitution  of  the  Medical  Council  of  India  and  the 

maintenance  of  a  medical  register  for  India  and  for  matters  connected 

therewith.  Central Act 34 of 2006 is meant to consolidate the laws relating 

to food and to establish the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

for laying down science based standards for articles of food and to regulate 

their  manufacture,  storage,  distribution,  sale  and  import  to  ensure 

availability of safe and wholesome food for human consumption and for 

matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.  I do  not find anything 

common  between  the  two  statutes.    Hence,  it  would  not  be  proper  to 

narrowly construe the qualification  set  out  in Rule 2.1.3 in the light  of 

Section 2(f) of the Central Act 102 of 1956.  Nothing stopped the Central 

Government to couch the text of Rule 2.1.3 of FSS Rules, 2011 by referring 

to the definition set out in Section 2(f) of the Central Act 102 of 1956.  On 

the other hand, the Rule does not exclude the Indian system of medicine. 
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When the  statutory  Rule  is  broadly worded  and a  general  expression  is 

used, it is not for the writ court to narrow down its scope.     

12.There is a linguistic exercise known as “parsing”.  I will now 

parse Rule 2.1.3 :

“a degree in Food Technology or 

Dairy Technology or 

Biotechnology or 

Oil Technology or 

Agricultural Science or 

Veterinary Sciences or 

Bio-Chemistry or 

Microbiology or 

Masters Degree in Chemistry or 

degree in medicine from a recognized University.”

I am not able to find any common denominator among the qualifications 

prescribed  above.  Section  2(f)  of  Central  Act  102  of  1956  specifically 

excludes  veterinary  medicine  and  surgery.   But  Rule  2.1.3  states  that 

holders of degree in  Veterinary Sciences are eligible.  This inclusion of 

Veterinary Sciences as an eligibility qualification  indicates  that  the Rule 

makers did not intend to be confined by the definition set out in Section 

2(f) of Central Act 102 of 1956 but travel beyond.  The Rule is broad and 

sweeping. Otherwise, the category excluded in Section 2(f) of the Central 
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Act 102 of 1956 will not be included in the Rule.  It virtually declares that 

any science or medical graduate is eligible to become Food Safety Officer. 

The expression “degree in medicine” cannot therefore be given a restrictive 

meaning.  

13.“Medicine” has been defined in Oxford Advanced Learner's 

Dictionary as follows : 

“the study and treatment of diseases and injuries : advances in 

modern medicine – to study/practice medicine / traditional / 

conventional / orthodox medicine : alternative medicine.”

It has been defined in Cambridge Dictionary as follows : 

“The  science  or  practice  of  the  treatment  and 

prevention  of  disease.  A  substance  taken  by  mouth 

in  order  to  treat  or  prevent  disease.  Origin  Latin  medicus 

'physician'.”

Since  there  is  no  common  denominator  in  the  eligibility  qualifications 

prescribed  in  the  2011  Rules,  I  hold  that  the  expression  “Degree  in 

medicine' should be understood expansively.  Medical degree awarded by 

any recognized University would fall within the sweep of the Rule.   Siddha 

system of medicine is unique to Tamil Nadu.   It is part of Tamil Culture. 

Earlier,  every  temple  in  Tamil  Nadu  would  have  a  functioning  Siddha 

dispensary attached to it.  I do not know if that is still the current position. 
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I  take  judicial  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  department  of  Siddha  is 

undertaking  researches.   The  role  played  by  the  Siddha  doctors  during 

Covid crisis cannot be lost sight of.  The term “Kabasura Kudineer” is a 

part of our vocabulary.   When Dengue struck us, the Government itself 

promoted  Nilavembu  Kashayam.  The  Government  is  running  siddha 

medical  colleges.  They  have  been  duly  recognized.   The  syllabus  and 

course content indicate that the endeavour is to keep the students abreast of 

the  modern  developments.   During  the  recent  past,  to  gain  entry  into 

medical course, one has to clear an eligibility test known as “NEET”.  It is 

stated  that  for  pursuing  any  medical  course  namely,  MBBS,  BDS  or 

Siddha,  one  has  to  pass  “NEET”.  The  expression  “degree  in  medicine” 

would  therefore  include  degree  in  Siddha  medicine  if  issued  by  a 

recognised University.    

14.Disqualifying a Siddha degree holder in the selection process 

is illegal.  Any system of  knowledge can be dynamic. Any system may be 

ancient or modern. The question is whether it is up to date and relevant to 

our requirements.   It is in the hands of the practitioners to keep a system of 

knowledge alive.  It  is  for  the government  of Tamil  Nadu to  ensure that 

Siddha system of medicine remains current.  
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15.The modern age starts from the age of reason.  We date it back 

to  16th Century.   Though  the  subsequent  developments  can  be  termed 

modern, we will still reject them as outdated and archaic if they are not up 

to date.  It is on account of linear approach, we arbitrarily talk of ancient 

and modern.  In a sense, nothing is ancient or modern.  Everything depends 

on  whether the system of knowledge or practice is a functioning reality.  I 

hold  that  the  expression  “medicine”  occurring  in  the  Rule  in  question 

includes  Siddha  system  of  medicine  also.  This  Indian  or  rather  Tamil 

system of medicine also studies and treats a number of diseases. It may not 

have solution to all ailments.  Allopathy system of medicine also does not 

answer all questions.   

16.I  therefore  hold  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  be 

considered for the post of “Food Safety Officer”.   The impugned selection 

list is quashed to the extent it  excludes the petitioners.  The respondents 

shall consider the petitioners also and issue a revised selection list.   The 

writ petitions are allowed accordingly. No costs.   Connected miscellaneous 

petitions are closed.  

          23.03.2023

NCC : Yes / No
Index  : Yes / No
Internet  : Yes/ No
SKM
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Note :  Registry to issue revised order copy as the counsel  requested for 
issuance of separate orders for Siddha/BDS.  Since certified copy is yet to 
be issued, Registry to make the changes in the uploaded soft copy.  

To:

1.The Member Secretary,  Medical Services Recruitment Board,
   Government of Tamilnadu,  359, Anna Salai, Chennai – 06.

2.The Secretary,  Health Department,  Government of Tamilnadu,  Chennai.

3.The  Secretary,The Union of India,
   Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
   Government of India,  New Delhi.
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21                 W.P.(MD)No.4882 of 2023 etc.,

G.R.SWAMINATHAN, J.

SKM

W.P.(MD)Nos.4882,  5503, 5721,
 5918, 6049 of  2023

23.03.2023
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